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Collins
letter
tetches

€28,000

by Sean Mccﬁrthaig!l

A RARE political letter written by
Michael Collins has fetched 2
record price of €28,000 at an auc-
tion in Dublin.

Despite fierce bidding by the Na-
tional Library, the letter went to
singer Enya’s manager Mickey Ryan
i an auction held at James Adam
showrooms on Dublin’s Stephen’s
Green last night.

Mr Ryan said he wanted the let-
ter to remain in Ireland.

The final price of €28,000 was
four times higher than the previous
record for a Michael Collins Jetter
and far exceeded the guide price of
€8,000.

“It really was knockout stuff. The
phone bidders didn't even get a
look in,” said auction cataloguer Pe-
ter Sheen. “The National Library
fought all the way and kept knock-
ing out bidders but in the end the
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Cataloguer Peter Sheen holds Collins’ letter, which sold for €28,000 last night.

letter went to a3

€1,000 more at €22,000.”

Additonal charges brought the fi-
nal selling price of the Collins letter
to €28,000. It is one of the few po-
litical letters by the assassinated
leader known to be in existence.

The letter, dated February 7,

leading
Louis ]
Walsh a month after the signing of
the Anglo-Irish Treaty to reassure
that \
wouldn't be abandoned following
the establishment of the Border.

“I must confess, however, thar |

1922, was
Derry-based

sent to  a
republican

Northern nationalists

rivate bidder for

am no lover of partition, no matter
n what form it appears. Any kind
of even temporary partition v dis-
tasteful to me.” wrote Collins,

The three-page letter on Irish
Provisional Government-headed
notepaper is in remarkably  eood
cc:vncﬁticm given that it was stored
a wallet for over three decades.

In the letter, Collins also outlines
his position to Walsh on negotia-
ttons held in London and how he
believed he had  outwitted  the
umomist leader James Crag.

It 1s the first cime the historical
document, signed “Micheil O
Coileain”, has been made available

they

Low income
tamilies ‘linger in
inferior housing’

by John Breslin

TENS of thousands of low
imncome families are ar risk
of being left indefinitely n
sub-standard and insecure
housing, 1t has been
claimed.

Focus Ireland warned if
housing provision is con-
centrated on making houses
affordable for middle in-
come families, people on
low mmcomes will be further
marginalised.

Daithi Downey, a policy
analvste with Focus Ireland,
told a housing conference in
Kildare: “Government poh-
cy decisions that maintain
bias and partialicy toward
home-ownership at the ex-
pense of social housing need
to be revisited.”

He claimed that 853% of
the nearly 30,000 house-
holds on the housing wait-
ing list have an income of
less than €15.000 and that
67% of them earned less
than €10.000,

Thousands of families are
often stuck living in inse-
cure and low-standard ac-
commodation for wvears at
an end untl the State pro-
vides them with housing,
said Mr Downey. He said
the focus has to be more on
how to house people on
low incomes than on mak-
ing homes affordable for
those on middle incomes.

Recent cuts will see re-
duced capital spending on
social housing leading to an
even greater fall-off in social
housing provision. said Mr
Downey.

“"There also needs o be
urgent mvestment in a full

range of quality emergency
and permanent accommo-
dation tor the at least 6,000
people who are homeless in
Ireland” he added.

At the conference. a joint ‘.
research paper. Housing Ac-
cess for All. was launched.
The research was  carried
out by Focus, Simon Com-
munities of Ireland, St Vin-
cent de Paul and Threshold |
and  examuned 33 loeal
housing strategies and 210
homeless actuon plans avail-
able as of June 2002,

Focus rescarch  expert, |
Clare Hickev, said the re-
port found many of the |
housing strategies took the
2% provision of the 2000)
Planming Act (Part V) as
merely a subsidised route |
mto home ownership for |
middle-income tamilies.
The secuon rules that 2004
of developments be set aside
for social and/or affordable i
housing, |'

“We beheve that Parr WV
which enables local authori- |
ties to require up to 2004 of |
eligible  developments  be |
allocated to affordable hous- Il
ing, should be retamned., |
“However, 1t needs toy be !

|

reshaped to ensure 1t targets |
those most in need on g !
social basis and not «amply |
providing housing on an at- |
tordability basis. 1
“Ie 1 essenial that provi- |
sion under Part V should be |
based on a careful assess- |
ment of social need rather |
than on estmates of unaf-
fordability  alone.  Where |
levels of social need are par-
ncularhy acute, a majoriny,
not all, of the 2004 should
be used for social housing.” |

on the Indian Ocean, S. Africa, July 2003

Whether vou walk a little
or a lot there is a place for you.

For further infromation
please write to the abore or

Tel: 01-4096300 Fax: 01-4551045
LoCall: 1890 507508
Email: info@cmrf.org

tor sale by public aucton, s own-
cr. an umdentticd Northern lre-
'l.uh'L L‘nuuﬂm', had JL'L}IH!'L‘\! 1T }H‘i—
vatelv several vears ago.

According o Janes Adam, inter-
est e the document from private
collectors and msntunons at home
and abroad was phenomenal.

In the pase week, the company
recenved  nmuimerous l.f[llL‘!'iL'\ trom
buvers in Bricamn, the US and Aus-
erale, as well as Ireland.

The National Library  also tid
heavily tor the document, s_it‘!-ipir:.'
the tact that s purchasing power
has been  restricted following the
€12.6m 1t spent on acquiring tran-
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Picture: Marc O'Sullivan

senpts by James Jovee last vear
“Letters ke iy are icredibiy
riare as all the otheral archmes u'hl'l..'h
would have concyned VOTTOSPON-
dence from Collins were destroved.
All that survived are i!h fove leteers
to Kitty Kiernan, which were large-
v non-polincal.” sard Mr Sheen.
He sard mterest m Collins memo-
rabilia was currendy “red-hot™.
“lrems assocnited wich Collins ae-
tract more nterest than all ocher
major Irish pohucal fHigures of the
20th century put together. It we
had a letter trom Collins complain-
ing about how his suit was cue it
would feteh €3.000 to €4.000.7
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2 Lockers
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ONLY €699

THE CHILDREN'S MEDICAL
& RESEARCH FOUNDATION
Our Ladv’s Hospital for Sick Children, ————
Crumlin, Dublin 12 anan TV IO
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Help seriously ill children from all f e H‘ht:i:“ Oy
over Ireland by joining our team for the | i . L StV B
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FLORIDA TABLE
& 4 CHAIRS
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WAS €259

NOW €199
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'MANY MORE SPECIAL OFFERS,
THROUGHOUT THE STORE!

NESS PARK, DOCK ROAD, LIMERICK (061) 305333
CLONMEL BYPASS (052) 82700
. THE HORAN CENTRE, TRALEE (066) 7144770 -
LLE BUSINESS PARK, BAKERS LANE, CHARLEVILLE (063) 30114
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DAIL members and senators will L0 S

[ €1L0m sweetener trom the tanpavers this

sammer to wive up therr local authorin

oseats. The 127 members of the Chreahinas

who are abo members of 1 ol atthoriy
will be patd €12 500 ¢ach tor iLllhhl'I:.: BN S
their counal seats Liter this vear,

Under exitng regulanons, retirmy coun-

pctllors get a rearement packace of €7 8o

they do not run avan m 2004,
Environment Minster Marnn Cullen 1

also giving them another €3.0000 tor aiving

up their council seats beoween Mav 4 and

June 30 and sad aeowas areasonable aam,

He abso sad veserday e swas i fvour of,
ultimarely, paving local athonn members
full-time salaries to do o tull-ume job. Ag

present, councillors are pard a0 sapend of

€110 vear phus expenses.,

The Local Government 1hll published
vesterday dabo seraps ehe plan to directly
clect mavors oF county and oy counails,
The comututonaliov of the bl was sound.
Mintster Cullen sad. despite threans to chal-
lenge che Law in the courts,

Yet, the bill was slated by opposition par-
ties tor bemy cowardly:

Fine Gael said the Tegnbinon was disap-
pomting and should have been part of
major local covernment reform packace.

The Labour Parey sard the mnneer mus
ensure T and senators can ger 1l mtor-
nuton on the acuvities ot local authornities.

FG o oenvironment spokesmun Bernard
Allen sand that. mstead  of strengthening
the role of local authorie  members,
councillors’ powers are bemng eroded, as the
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€1.6m tor giving
up council seats

. by Fionnan Sheahan

Criverniment cilhes awan the rrcht o s
Tl hi'HL'LTh‘” q,h_j.[*__:r.,‘\,
Eaprossine voncern abour Oyreachina

members” abtines to cer mfornmon fron
ol otttc 1l Wiy him .ﬂ ML, 'I}I-'I.‘l"‘
Allen snd rules neceded 1o be Lad Jdown.

Chttutens reculions, not cusdehines, an
necded to direce local authonines on how
thev conduct therr business wath ¢ Mreahita
members Thewe reculitions should T
been publshed with the L Withou
thenn Ohreachtas members supporimyg thn
Bl are Buvang oopag i pohe”™ he sad.

1 he L.~H!I'ﬂ (A1} [{'II..' d!IL‘\ th -l.'li.‘a.'ll.‘l.
mavors  proposal was cowandly Yepun
.'.'Il.“i‘ﬂ "-.Ihi.

“lhe Government s obvioudy atrand 1
Fave the clevtorate m sl electons, as e
candidies would undoubsedh satier be-
canse of the Government’s Je. CPion L
the coumntles promises broken s e the las
veneral election Canp e he sl

Labour covironment spohestian Famon
Colmore vind P Fad was tansang s
try " Ilh_' cloctorate, -

“When the Yool Government Act 200
was passed. whach provades for the direer
clecoons, Funna Tl was runnmyg lneh
the opunon pollh and thouehn that they
could do no wronge. They beheved dhat this
proviston would allow them to secure the
clecaon ofa Funna Fal mavor or charper-
son i virtially every Tocal authory

“But now they are Lingunhing at cherr
lowsest Tevel i the polls tor many vears, Fr-
anna Bl tear the wrath of the people over
the It of brohen promses and have
moved to rob the people of the chance to
-.iIrL‘L'[H. clect PL"I.II,"'I,L‘ to these Lw:.; Prosiiion.
i local government” he sad.

FONTHILL RETAIL PARK, LIFFEY VALLEY, DUBLIN 22 (01) 6239036

KENNEDY STREET, CARLOW (0503) 35555
CLONMORE / LYNN IND ESTATE, MULLINGAR (044) 85022
PORTARLINGTON ROAD, TULLAMORE (0506) 24975
NEWBRIDGE RETAIL PARK (045) 431644
_ DUBLIN ROAD, ATHLONE (0902) 72694 .
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