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Lawyer’s fax offers wa
out on tribunal dilemma

denied the allegations.

Tom Brady
Secunty Edltor

A SOLICITOR has dramatlcally
provided a solution to the
dilemma faced by the Morris Tri-
bunal over confidentiality of
bogus information given to Dail
deputies.

The solicitor has admitted he
received a fax containing informa-
tion similar to allegations relayed
to former Opposition justice
spokesmen Jim Higgins and
Brendan Howlin.

The informant suggested Assis-
tant Commissioner Kevin Carty,
who headed the criminal inquiry
into allegations of corruption
among gardai in the Donegal divi-
sion, had conspired with Assistant
Commissioner Tony Hickey and

Det Sgt John White to plant evi-
dence to secure criminal convic-
tions.

New documentation reveals a
solicitor has come forward and
indicated he also received a fax
from the informant shortly after
Mr Higgins and Mr Howlin.

The disclosure may provide a
way out for Mr Justice Frederick
Morris, who is to decide next week
whether the two politicians are
entitled to claim privilege on the
identity of their informant.

Counsel for the politicians as
well as the Dail and Seanad com-
mittees on procedures and privi-
leges argued this week that they
had a constitutional right to pro-
tect their sources of information.

But Mr Justice Morris has to
decide whether that right should

extend to a case where the infor-
mation given confidentially to Mr
Higgins and Mr Howlin has been
found to be baseless — and may
have been supplied with malicious
intent.

The decision of the solicitor to
come forward came after the tri-
bunal widely circulated documen-
tation on its terms of reference
which disclosed the gardai had
listed six people as not being
cooperative with their inquiries.

The six are understood to have
included the solicitor, a garda and
a number of civilians.

The documentation also dis-
closed the possibility of criminal
prosecutions for wasting garda
time under the Criminal Law Act
1976 arising out of the circulation
of baseless claims.

Initially it was suggested the
information given in a fax to Mr
Higgins and in a telephone call to
Mr Howlin on Sunday, June 25,
2000, related to allegations of
garda corruption in the
north-west.

It is now clear it involved sug-
gestions of criminal use of prop-
erty seized elsewhere by gardai
and then planted’ as evidence in
other investigations.

The informant’s suggestions
related to the activities of Mr
Hickey and Mr Carty, along with
Sgt White.

The informant alleged Mr
Hickey and Mr Carty used Sgt
White to plant the evidence and
then paid him off by signing false
expenses claims for him.

The three gardai strenuously

The 10-month investigation
involved a lengthy trawl of the
records of seized property held in
Blanchardstown garda station,
where Sgt White had been based
for several years, and the files on
expenses paid to gardai at the
Department of Justice financial
section in Killarney.

It was also suggested that the
informant was either a retired or
serving detective inspector in
Dublin, this led to every officer in
that category being tracked down
and interviewed as part of the
inguiry. It now transpires the
informant was a retired garda
who had been based in the Done-
gal division and was known to one
of the parties involved in the over-
all Donegal probe.

Michael Collins: Letter offers
insight into his state of mind

National
Library
loses out
in Collins’
letter sale

Gramne Cunnmgham

AN historically 1mportant lcltex
written by Michael Collins three
months after the Anglo-Irish
Treaty was signed sold in Dub-
lin last night for €26,500.

Bidding for the historic docu-
ment was intense, with 20 inter-
ested parties taking part in the
fray at one stage.

In the end the National
Library lost out to a mystery
private collector who paid well
over the predicted sale price.

The three-page letter on provi-
sional government-headed note-
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Cataloguer Peter Sheen holds three typed pages on Irish Provisional Government headed notepaper, dated February 2, 1922, and addressed to
Lughaidh Breathnach and signed by Michael Collins which was auctioned last night. Picture: Marc O'Sullivan

paper, is unique in offering an
insight into the political mind
of the soldier turned statesman.
It is dated February 7 1922
and Collins, then in difficult
negotiations with unionist .
leader Sir James Craig, states he
finds “any kind of even tempo-

rary partition distasteful.”
Speaking before the James
Adam/Bonhams auction last
night, Collins’ grand-niece and
former minister Nora Owen
said she hoped the State would
buy the letter — or if it was pur-
chased by a private collector

that it would not be lost to the
archives or public.

The letter was particularly sig-
nificant as so little of Collins’
correspondence survived the
“weeding out” of the 1930s, said
Ms Owen. It strengthened the
view that he did not want to
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sign a treaty that partitioned
Ireland “but knew pragmatically
that he had to sign”.

Document expert James
Sheen confirmed that the let-
ter's existence was not known
until a North-based militaria
collector offered it for sale.
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A Dream ofa
MortgageRate

APR

variable

Our Tracker mortgage will
experts that can give provisional track the European-Base Rate"
approval over the phone for the full term of your mortgage,

' not just a.set period

} Benefit from the highly competitive
rate whether you're looking
to buy a new property, re-finance
or even raise additionai capital

1800 556 577

quoting response code IRMTG520.
Lines are open: Bam — 8pm, 7 days a week.

) Friendly, skilled mortgage

Loans available up to 80%
of the property valuation

Call FREE on

>< BANK OF SCOTLAND

Security and insurance required. Lending terms and conditions will apply. Normally, subject 10 other lending criteria and
assessment, the maximum loan to velue is 80% and loans are limited 10 3.0 times the main income plus 1.0 times the second
income. The monthly repayment on an annuity loan of €100,000 with a Tracker rate of 4.0% is €605.98 per month over 20 years
lypkal APR 4.1%. If interest rates increase by 1% an additional €53.98 would be payable monthly. In the event of a decrease or
increase in the published European Base Rate* (European Central Bank Main Re-financing Operation Rate), the Bank will require up
to one month from the announcement of such a change to fully implement any amendment to our Tracker rate. The above examples
are for illustrative purposes only. The cost of your monthly repayment may increase - if yau do not keep up your repayments you
may lose your home, Bank of Scotland and logo are the registered Trademarks of the Governor and Company of the Bank of
Scotland, fTelephone calls may be recorded and monitored under our quality control  procedures,
WARNING - YOUR HOME'IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN
SECURED ON IT. THE'PAYMENT RATES ON THIS HOUSING LOAN MAY BE ADJUSTED BY THE LENDER FROM TIME TO TIME.
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Civil service

more friendly
and helpful

Lorna Rerd

OUR civil service may be
old fashioned and bureau-
cratic, but it has become
more friendly and helpful
over the past five years.
Major new research on a
] impacts on
the lives of the whole popu-

lation was launched yester-
day and it shows a very

high rate of customer satis-
faction from the general
public.

However, there was a less
than happy result from
businesses who feel that
some departments are lag-
ging behind in the whole
area of electronic communi-
cation.

The survey by Lansdowne
Market Research ques-
tioned 1,000 members of
the public about their atti-
tudes and perceptions of
the civil service, and it also
interviewed 300 businesses
with small, medium and
large workforces.

Most members of the
public now contact a Gov-
ernment department by
telephone and almost
nobody uses e-mail or a
website when they have a
query.

The Department of Social
and Family Affairs, tradi-
tionally the department
most accessed by the public,
has seen a decline in con-
tact with people, a fact the
survey attributes to the fall
in unemployment and the
buoyant economic condi-
tions.

The main reason people
contact them now is to find

out information and they
found the staff to be help-

ful, courteous and Kknowl-
edgeable.
But people are still

annoyed by the length of
time it takes them to be put
through to a particular sec-
tion. The survey concludes
that “issues of access” could
be improved and telephone-
based access to staff could
be speeded up, particularly
in the business area.

Telephone access to Gov-
ernment departments now
accounts for two-thirds of
the contact made by mem-
bers of the public, with both
personal and written con-
tact declining in impor-
tance. While personal con-
tact is declining, customers
say that they do not want to
be delayed unduly when vis-
iting an office and they
want swift and convenient
access to staff.

When it comes to e-com-
munications, 46pc of those
surveyed ‘believed that
e-mail was an inconvenient
form of communication and
47pc declaring they felt the
same way about websites.

This may be attributed to
the fact that current inter-
net access in Ireland by
members of the public
stands at 42pc.

Just over half those sur-
veyed (53pc) think the civil
service is trustworthy, and
52pc see it as fair and equi-
table. Almost one-third
(32pe) think it is old fash-
ioned, while 27pc think that
it is not.

QOver 75pc believe that it
is very/fairly efficient,

Business
has few
complaints
with service

BUSINESSES trust the civil
service more than members
of the public, the survey has
revealed, writes Lorna Reid.

Almost 70pc of businesses
said the civil service was
independent and trustwor-
thy and fair and equitable
in its dealings with busi-
ness, compared with 53pc of
the public who were asked
the same question.

A substantial majority in
the private sector business
believe that it matches the
levels of customer service
apparent in other sectors of
the economy.

Taoiseach Bertie Ahern
yesterday launched the sur-
vey, which was commis-
sioned by the Quality Cus-
tomer Service (QCS)
Rescarch Group, and said
that Ireland could be proud
of its civil service.

More than two-thirds of
the business community
believed it had improved its
customer focus over the last
five years, and 71pc very or
fairly satisfied.

However, 50pc of the
companies say they are
looking towards e-mail and
the internet as way of inter-
acting with government in
the future, with the larger
companies saying it was a
more convenient way to
communicate.

The Revenue Commis-
sioners accounted for 77pc
of contact made by busi-
nesses, and this was fol-
lowed by the Central Statis-
tics Office with 34.pc.

The Revenue was also the
busiest department with the
public, accounting for 10pc
of the 28pc total contact.

r— o ——

' the community.

Life sentence
for youth who

tried to kill
10—ye ar-old oirl

er Walsh

A 19-YEAR OLD youth who
tried to murder a 10-year-
old girl because he “wanted
to inflict pain” was jailed
for life yesterday after a
judge said he must protect
society from the risk of him
attempting to kill again.

At the Central Criminal
Court, Mr Justice Paul Car-
ney said jailing Eric Daniels
for anything less than life —
a sentence normally
reserved for murder convic-
tions — would expose soci-
ety to the risk of another

| attempted murder. It was a

risk he refused to take, he
said.

The court heard that Eric
Daniels of Elm Park, Clon-
mel, Co Tipperary, had
admitted trying to murder
the girl in a field in the
town because he “wanted to
see what it was like to Kill
somebody”.

He had told gardai: “I just
wanted to inflict pain. I just
wanted to see what it would
be like. It was to see hurt,
pain. I wanted to see what
it would be like to hurt
somebody, to see real pain.”

Sentencing him to life
imprisonment, Mr Justice
Paul Carney said that, hav-
ing regard to those facts, he
had “no confidence” the
accused “won’t try this
again”.

His “primary function”,
Mr Justice Carney said,
must be to prevent a repeti-
tion of “anything of this
kind” and the protection of
“The only
way I can achieve that is by
the imposition of a life sen-
tence.”

While this may seem
harsh, he said, the Parole
Board can monitor the
accused and “review the
case when it has passed
from my hands”. The board
is equipped, he added, to
“see when it is safe for soci-
ety” to recommend the
accused’s release.

At the start of his trial
last month, Eric Daniels
denied the attempted mur-
der of the girl, then 10, and
three other charges. Three
days later, however, he
changed his plea to guilty of
attempted murder, follow-
ing which the State entered
a nolle prosequi on the
remaining charges.
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Eric Daniels: Wanted to
experience killing

At the sentencing hearing
yesterday, Sergeant Tom
Maguire told the court the
accused admitted to gardai
that he intended to kill the
young girl. Eric Daniels said
he tied a lace from his Doc
Marten boots around the
child’s neck and tightened it
after luring her into a field
in Clonmel on the pretext of
showing her some puppies.

Sgt Maguire said Daniels
told gardai: “I took the lace
out with the intention of
killing her. It was my inten-
tion to choke her. I wanted
to see what it would be like
to kill somebody.”

Daniels also told gardai:
“l don’t know what I'm
capable of,” but said he was
glad he did not Kkill the girl.

During the trial, the
young victim testified via
video-link that she thought
she was going to die when
Daniels, whom she had
known since childhood, put
the lace around her neck
and tried to choke her.

She said he had told her
to look into the bushes for
the puppies but then
knocked her to the ground.
She cscaped after pretend-
ing to be dead, and this, the
court heard, saved her life.

Before sentence was
passed, the court heard that
the accused suffered from
epilepsy but was not on
medication. He had begun
drinking at 14. He had
taken cannabis at 11 and
had taken some on the day
of the incident, November
10, 2001.

The court also heard that
the young girl “was fearful
of Mr Daniels and his fam-

ily” but had otherwise
recovered well from her
orcdeal.

Teachers show
renewed interest
in supervision

Katherine Donnelly

SECONDARY teachers last
night sent a strong signal to
Education Minister Nocl
Dempsey that they want to
do supervision and substitu-
tion work in schools.

However, they arce still
insisting that there must be
changes in the current
scheme to take account of
difficulties for ASTI mem-
bers.

In a second strong mes-
sage from a meeting of the
powerful 23-member ASTI
Standing Committee, the
union has deplored the
“modernisation” demands
of the benchmarking/na-
tional pay programme.

The signal on supervision
and substitution came at
the end of a week when Mr
Dempsey hosted a series of
“information meetings”
with ASTI members, during
which he heard their griev-
ances.

The Standing Committee

,adopted a motion which

“confirmed” the ASTI's
“commitment to renegotiate
the supervision and substi-
tution scheme in the event
of its rejection.”

The ASTI is recommend-
ing rejection in a ballot next

month and Mr Dempsey has
advised that in the event of
a No vote, he will hand the
work over to outsiders on a
permanent basis. However,
it is understood many ASTI
members want to do the
work and they are hoping a
way can be found to take on
board their problems.

Mr Dempsey has worked
hard to reach out to ASTI
members, admitting that he
would, on behalf of the gov-
ernment, accept partial
blame for the situation
which had evolved, which
had damaged the education
system.

While the minister has
said the supervision and
substitution scheme is not
up for renegotiation, he has
confirmed that the opera-
tional side will be reviewed
after a vear.

On benchmarking, the
Standing Committee said
the combined pay pro-
gramme placed “intolerable
demands on an already
overburdened profession”.

The combined pay report
will bhe considered at a
meeting of the 180-member
ASTI Central Executive
Committee on March 7, fol-
lowing which it is likely to
go to ballot.

Dublin Bus

Route 19A -

As a result of customer feedback and at the request of our customers,
Dublin Bus wish to advise that from Sunday 23rd February 2003, Route
19A will now serve McKee Road in both directions and will no longer -

serve Grove Park Road.

b

From the city, this route will now operate via Ballygall Road West, Clune
Road, McKee Road and Sycamore Road to Jamestown Road,

For further {nfOfmation please ring (01) 8734222 Fuil details also
avallable on our website at www. dubllnbus ie &
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