- ——

TODAY'S WEATHER
Foz lifung slowly will
give sunny spells, Dry, with
temperatures near scasonal
averaze,

See Page 17.
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Dr. Herrema out as kidnappers surrender
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BEARDED EDDIE GALLAGHER BEING TAKEN

INTO CUSTODY.

Brendan M.ollioy.

Everything you buy
from m2 has my
personal wrilten
guarantee oOf Ssatis

I v faction ana after
g sales ssrvice.

SPECTACASULAR :

NOW
inc. VA.T.

BUSH 227 ............... £412 ............ £339
PYE 22”7 .........ccccoeee. 2410 ...l £337
BUSH 26" ............... £446 ............ £3589
PHILIPS 227 ............ £424 ............ £349
PHILIPS 26" ............ £487 ............ £363
PYE 26" .................. £435 ............ £365
FERGUSON 26” ...... £414 ............ £349

SIEMENS 26”7 ......... £479 ............ £389
£365

£349

NORMENDE 26 ...... £494 ............
TELEFUNKEN 22"

... 2439 ...l

Low Deposit Credit Plan

BUSH 22~ £39 — £2.30
FERGUSON 22" — £37 —— £2.30
PHILIPS 26” £43 —— £2.61

SIEMENS 26" -—— £49 £2.68

@ All these sets carry 12 months pards and labour guarantee
and are serviced by our own team of expert engineers.

@ After the guarantee pericd you can join our special

insurante scheme.

471 STH. CIRCULAR RD., RIALTO
2 MT. MERRION GDNS., STILLORGAN

OPENING HOURS: MON., TUES., WED., SAT.,

LATE OPENING THURS. & FRl, 9.30—9 P.M.
9.30—6 P.M.

@ TEL. SALES 781695

@ TV SERVICES 763373 @
@® SERVICE 781011 @

-

> a——

Gallagher ill
so 18-day

stege

ends

THE SIEGE of Monasterevin 1s
over. It ended just before 10 o’clock

last night when

the kidnappers

surrendered apparently because
Eddie Gallagher fell seriously ill.

But Dr. Herrema emerged from his 36 days of
captivity remarkably fit and well.

The 55-year-old Dutchman came through his ordeal
with almost super-human endurance.

After he walked briskly

from the kidnap house in

St. Evin's Park, he was whisked away in a Garda car to
the military hospital at the Curragh.

But after he was examined there, he was pronounced
well enough to travel to Dublin.

On arrival at the Dutch Ambassador’s residence in
Churchtown, though, there was no one there so the
industrialist and Foreign Minister Garret FitzGerald went
to a nearby house where they were served coffee,

Then, to everyvone's amaze-
ment, Dr. Herrema began to
do physical exercises, continuing
a routine that he had kept up

during his I8 days in the
Monasterevin house.
The surrender drama began

at about 9.30 last night when

the  kidnappers  said they
wanted to come out.

¢ Halt an hour later, Dr,
Herrema emerged, to be fol-

fowed a few minutes afterwards
by a visiblv shaken Eddie Gal-
jagher,

The 27-year-cid Donegul man
had to be helped tgo a waiting

squad car by Special Branch
detectives and he looked pale

and sickly as he walked into the
bright television arc lights,

Later, it was learned that ha
Aas _under heavy sedation at
the Bridewell Station in Dublin.

It was Marian Covle—the 19-
vear-old Derry girl—who stole
the show,

She fairly sparkled as she sur-

rendered a few seconsd after
Gallagher.
Her jer  black hair was

stvlishly swenpt back and she was
dressed neatly in a black coar,
blue jeans and carried a black
handbag.

She looked rested and clean
and was smilin as she walked
unaided to join Gallagher in the
waitin gsquad car.

When a1 reporter cailed out to
her, “How are you feeling,
Marian?”, she replied: “I'm
feeling great.”

So the 18-day siege ended as
swiftly as the kidnapping of the
55-year-old Dutchman had begun,

And its successful conclusion
completely justified the strategy
of the Government and security
authorities to wait it out.

DEAL
The way in which Coyle and
Gallagher surrendered led to

speculation that there was one
deal—that thev should be
allowed to walk out looking
clean and dignified.

However, Chief Superinten-
dent Lawrence Wrenn, Head of
the Garda Security, would not
comment on this,

He bhad been at the house
earlier in the day as he had
been on all of the previous days

To Page Three,

By JIM FARRELLY

The Dr. Herrema kidnap
affair has cost an incredible £3
million, The 18 day manhunt—
the biggest ever in the history
of the State, cost £2 million,
And the siege =— lasting an-
other 18 days -~ cost over £}
milion in manpower, fuel and
accommodation. Meantim: the
lost to Ferenka wa- £4 million,

During the manhunt which
ended at the semi-detached 1410

| wa

DUTCH industrialist Dr.
Tiede Herrema was beaten,
lost a tooth and was twice
within  seconds of death
during his 18 day nightmare
in captivity,

But eariv today the cour-
aseous 53-year-old businessman
declared: I want to stay in
Ireland: T want to go back to

A

WOors .,

_ He revealed that during each
day of his captivity he Kkept
alert and at a high peak of
physical fitness by doing ten
punishing minutes of advanced
physical exercises,

But Dr. Herrema's dogzzed
determination to sty on top
of the situation and take any
punishment meted out 0 him

.. B
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carrying Dr. Herrema, pa

MAR‘AN COYLE BEING LEb AWAY BY SPECIAL BRANCH DETECTIVES.

t to stay here—Herrema

led to sometimes vicious attacks hospital where he underwent a

at the hands of his captors.

“One of my teeth was
knocked out”, he explained,
“and twice 1 was threatened

with shoating but rthey backed
down™.

Dr.  Herrema  was  talking
early today ar the Churchtown
home of the Dutch Ambassador.

Mr. Felix Van Raalte, after
being whisked 10 Dublin from
the filty captive Council house
rcom in Monasterevin.

_He ate a boiled egg and one
sidce of toast and told Govern-
ment Ministers who accom-
panied him to Dublin that he
wanted to sleep before hoiding
a dawn press conference at 6
a.m,

He wxs aken from St. Evin's
Park to the Curragh military
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in back seat on

&

rtly hidden

right, speeding out of Monasterevin last night after the end
of the siege.

house in Monasterevin on Oct,
21 last over 4,000 Gardai
backed by bundreds of troops
were deployed in house to house
countrywide searches,

Justice Minister Patrick
Cooney gave security chiefs the
order to spare no expense. And
the overtime ban for Gardai was
lifted, .

Mr. Donegan, the Defence
Minister, laid on 1,000 troops
and Army helicoptess.

Manhunt cost over

Meantime the 18 days old
Monasterevin siege involved the
full time attention of 500 Gardai
and 500 troops, at the Co. Kil-
dare suburban eslate,

But extra security forces manp-
ned checkpoints and were on
the alert for anything suspicious
within a 50 miles radius of the
siege.

The cost in jobs at Limerick
has mot yet been counted.

brief medical check but when
he was found to be in peak
condition he asked to be taken
to the luxury Churchtown home
Mre., Van Raalre.

Accompanied by Foreign
Aflairs Minister, Dr. FitzGerald,
Dr. Herrema was taken to Dub-
lin to find the Embassy empty.

The Minister and rthe former
hostaze walked across the road
to a house in Weston Park
where they were given coffee by
AMrs. Mary Shannon,

She said Jlast night:  “Dr
FitzGerald and Dr. Herrema
arrived ar the door and asked
to come in. They sat in the
dining room for a while until
other people began arriving and
then rhev went back across the
road 1o the Embassy residence”.

ol

Provos
offer
amnesty

THE PROVISIONAL ILR.A.
Jast night offered a three-day
amnesty to members of the
rival Official LR.A. and the
political wing, The Republican
Clubs.

The Belfast Brigade of the
Provisionals said the offer was
from midnight tonight and was
for members of the official
movement to “openty disassoci-
ate themselves from the activi-
ties of the criminal clements
of the National Liberation Force
leadership”.

It guaranteed any dissidents
who came forward protecton
against retaliation. '
“They claimed many official
Republicans had already been
coming forward.

The Ferenka plunt employing
1,200 Limerick men lost £3 mil-
lion due to closures de-
manded by rhe kidnappers.

But the plant is in serious

financial trouble and lost £3 mil-
lion so far this year The
Ferenka bosses say that the
plant will continue in produc-
tion and that they expect an
upswing in the steel wire mar-
ket next year.
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that while he was in captivity
his feet were constantly tied.

This would have made it im-
passible for him to 2o along
with the Garda escape plan of
jumping out the window on to
matiressge which trocps placed
on the front lawn.

Minutes after the arrival of
the ambassador at the house,
Justice Minister Mr. <Cooney
arrived ro speak with the man
who was held in one room for
more than 17 days.

And Dr. Herrema told him
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BZST VALUE
KODA

Don't takeit fromus.
Listentothecarexperts.

“The cheapest 4 door saloon available on the Irish market”,
Buyers Guide, Motoring Life May/ June 1975,

“Arguably, the best value for money on Irish roads today”.
Drive, Ivish Independent.

“Powered by a robust 1100cc engine that never getstired . . ..
plenty of room in it, head room, leg room and it has 4 doors".
Motoring Topics, Irish Press May i 275,

“The more you become accustomed to the Skoda 110L, the more
you appreciate it for being the good motoring value it is. It
offers many things as standard equipment which would be
extras or luxuries on far more expensive cars”.
Auto Ireland Mav 1975,

“Way above basic motoring. It offers economy in capital cost, al
the petrol pump and in 4 door accessibility”.
Cork Examiney March 1975,

. Expertiy assembled in ireland by Eastern Autos Lid.,
John EKennedy industrial Estate, KilleenRd  Dublin12, Tel.783744
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GARDA tactics in the Herrema
kidnap followed closely the lines
of London’s recent Spaghetti
House siege. The “wait and seec”
approach Kept endless pressure

In such a state emotions can

become reversed, enemies seem
to become iriends, and people
can be talked into doing the

ears, blindiolded, bound and
facing continual threats to his
life, would be enough to break

* mest men, psychiatrists say,

should not make a full recovery
from the ordeai.

“Indeed he may well be a
better man having contended

Softly, softly tactics broke the nerve barrier

very good. There will inevitabiyv
be a period of convalesence but

the duration varies from person
(o person.”

Of the manner in wiich the
entire siege Operation had been
handled by the Gardai and
Army, the psychiatrist said:
*The whole operation has been
so directed that we are not
aware of the extent of the truns-
action between the Kkidnappers
and the authorities. But it was

: : - 1 opposie of their original in- . . - ,

g:lc l'(}a::f:ill]’itnrﬂanglcgl(')'(e)"::th?;::‘ wl::‘:i)o“s. 5 But ‘he industrialist seems o Wlt:l the sm;lss. Su}:'vnmg an[cs- The situation in relation to
brink into action, The crucial question in the h:.u'e lu?d up to-the reputation perience suc f‘s is Cil‘l often Marian  Coyle and Eddie

Psychiatrists sav that the Herrema instance was whether ““"e" him 'I’l‘ ':LS lf:mlly ;!"d l\‘;?gm.toon ,?"h:;;.'; stronger con- Gallagher would be somewhat
“softly, softhvy” line eventually the Dutch industrialist was S rted o an extre: ;dna? l"'ft ‘ » . similar to that of Dr. Herrema.
leads to nervous and emotional capable of standing up to the ?a‘; ct’ ai a;: Y :eme y resorte He said that (_iepcnd‘mg on the When told that Marian Coyle
exhaustion. It does this by treatment from  his  captors and strong characier. food brought ll"m him during looked “well' groomed and
people continually talking to the fonger than they  could RI?COVERY. the siege and the "‘deep ga!tem. smiling” as she left the house in
kidnappers, keeping them always withstand the police tactics. A forensic psychiatrist at- Dr. Herrema le," ""“ he Monasterevin, the psychiatrist
on edge, short of sleep and rest, The sensory deprivation to tached to the Eastern ‘Health suffering frgam Skin. xashes snd said: “She was bound to have
and facing them with the which Dr. Herrema was sub- Board said Jast night there was sleep disturbance. been immensely relieved that the house

hopelessness of their situation.

mitted, with cotton wool in his

no reason  why

Bingo went on

while history

was made

“ TWO fat ladies 88" . .. Legs II” ... all the nine’s 99" . . . The women of
Monasterevin were at their weekly bingo session in the local hall last night
unaware of the intense drama being piayed out just up the road.

Suddenly the bingo caller interrupted the session and shouted: “Herrema is out,

Herrema is out.” At first the news was received with disbelief by the hundreds of
women, but then there was pandemonium and they broke into clapping and cheering.

But the session went on to the end so that the ladies of Monasterevin couid
shout “binge” and win their cash prizes and turkeys.

18-day

siege

ends

Continued from Page One.

furing the siege and Ieft about

four hours before the actual
surrender took place.

In this four hours, Covle and
Gallagher had tme to clean
up and put on proper clothing
as they surrendered in front of
the world press.

The last day of the sieg2 was
2z quiect one. There were Do
extra security arrangements
around the estate,

Earlier in the day, the normal
morning press briefing, held at
about lunchtime, was postponed
because, as gardai said, Garda
P.R.Q., Supt, Tom Kelly was in
the Special Criminal Court
giving evidence in a case,

Thae first briefing of the day
was held as it got dark and was
noted only for the degree of
strained relations between re-
porters and the Garda spokes-
man,

There was a lot of excitement
around the house just after the

surrender. Crowds of zardai,
Army men and civilians
trampled through the Jawns of
adjoining houses to ge a closer
Yook at the house where Dis.
Herrema had spent more than
400 honrs with Cosle and Gal-

lagher.
The Dbedrocm  window  was
smashed just over the porah,

and che equipment which garda:
had brought into the house
could be seen claarly.

Stretchers had Dbeen used 10
carry bullet-proof glass in thz

Mrs.Herrema
flies in

A JUBILANT Mrs, Efizabeth
Herrema flew into .Dublm in
the early hours today for a
fairytale breakfast time reumon
with her husband. _

Wearing a pink tweed sSuit
and a b%cwn polo neck, Mrs.
Herrema heard the dramatic
news of her husband's release
from the siege house while
sleeping ;n her son’s home in
Arnhem,

She told pressmen: “I needed
some minutes to realise what
had happened.” She was then
whisked in a AKZO company
car to Rotterdam airport for the
14+ hours flight to Dubln,

Before dashing from the air-
port for the long awaited free-
dom embrace with her husband
Mrs. Herrema told newsmen
that she was sure her husband

fully realised the predicament
he had been in . . . that death
was just around the corncr
every second.

In congratulatinz the lLish
Government in their handling

of the kidnap case she said that
the way they dealt with the
kidnap was “the best way.”

Asked about the future of
the Herrema family in Ireland
she said: “It depends on what
my husband wants to do.”

hallway and it provided a pro-
tective canopy for security per-
sonnel,

Reporters were alerted at 9.35
last night that Supt. Kelly had
saddenly left during his dinner
at the nearby Hazel Hotel

Then began the scramble for
reporters and photographers to
et onto the two special Army
trucks which had been waiting
ail along to take them up to the
iront of the siege house.

The authorities made as much
play as possible out of the
dramatic surrender and were
intent on presenting the ending
to the world press camped on
the estate since the siege began,

There was considerable
tens‘on on the trucks as they
swayed through thick’ muck in
the field near the front of the
house. The front of the housc
itself looked eerie even haunted,
with the Army and television arc
lichts trained on it.

Special Branch detectives with
suns bulging under their coats
crowded around the front of the
house and mingled with
uniformed gardai accompaned by
Alzatian dogs.

In the midst of it all, as the
newsmen scrambied down fr‘um
the trucks after the surrender,
was Chief Supt. Wrenn, the onlv
man to carrvy out any dialosue
with Gallagher, ‘

A faint smiiec was on
admission to a triumph for his
men — and the entire Garda
fjorce who had  relentlessiy
pursued the Kidnappers.

He refused to answer
porters questions in any
detail.

Chief. Supt, Wrenn suid he
vas reluctant to say anything
secause legal proceedings would
follow.

But he did say that Dr,
Herrema was in perfect health.

Chief. Supt, Wrenn added
modestly that he did not con-
sider the surrender -~ and ve-
gase of Dr. Herrena — as a
trivmph for himsell.

The tiny Council house was
Jike a fortress inside. There was
builet-proof glass supported by
scaffolding in the porch, This

his
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was to prevent bullets being
fired from upstairs,
There was also scafiolding

inside — and more bullet-proof
vlass, The floors were covered
with rubber material to prevent
the kidnappers hearmg
movements downstairs,

In the back bathroom
window, there were two holes —
and they both looked like they
had been made by buliets.

This i1s the window ar which
35-year-o0ld Detective Sat,
Michael Egan was shot — and

lost a finger. :
At the time gardai said that
only one shot had been {ired.

The Garda experts have now
moved into the upper portion of
the house to comb it out and
one police photographer brought
in a very large camera to the
house next door.
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As news of the lifting of
the siege broke, hundreds of
people poured up to St
Evin’s Park to view the siege
house. As Gardai converged
on the area, the residents
milled around on the mud-
spattered road in the light of
the huge arc lamps trainc.l
on the front of the house.
The ending of the siege was
almost an anti-climax for
them.

One man sitting in his home
only 10 yards from the siege
missed the intense surrender
drama outside, Mr. Sean Coady
was baby-sitting while his wife
attended the bingo session, He
said: “T was watching a late pro-
eramme when there was a news
{lash saying the whole thing was
over, [t didn’t sink in for a
minute and then | heard some
noise out the back, when |
looked out | could see all the
commotion going on and then I
ran out the front door."”

Relieved familie- carried
babies in arms back into their
homes in the houses adjoining
the siege house. Many of them
had moved out for their own
safety in the early days of the
siege and had to endure living
in cramped conditions with rela-
tives. Theirs, too, was an 18-day
ordeal.

Mrs, Marie Lonergan and her
husband, Richard, and their twa
children moved out of their
house the dav the siege started.
“1 will never forget that day he-

cause it was my little girl,
Melanie's second birthday. It
was verv inconvenient and

awkward for evervbody but it
was safer to be out of here. It
will be great back 1o
normal.”

Mr.  Couady

et
i
-

andd  his  wife,
Patricia, and thei two children,
David (23) and MNatasha (13
months) decided to stay in their
homes despite the extreme
danzer of living beside the siege,
Theih home is only a few doQis
avoay from the house where E‘dclic
Gallagher and Marian  Coyle
were holed up with Dr
Herrema. Mrs, Coady said: “Our
boy David could not be allowed
z.)-play outside at all and it was
4 bie ordeal for him being
ciosed in. The only thing we
could do was bring him out w
the shed for turf. He could not
understand why he could not
play outside, but he got useq to
it and everything went on fairly
normally.”

Two other {amilies in
<1, Evin's Park—who also live
near the siege house — had high
praise for the gardai and their
handling of the delicate affair.

Mr. Patrick Gilioyle and his
wife Josephin: did not believe
that the tension-packed siege
would end without bloodshed ~—-
even death, This view was
shared bv Mr. Michael Hall and
his wife Namn, in 1405.

Mr. Gilfoyvle said: “T did not
believe that all  three would
come out zlive, 1 could not des-
cribe our opinion of the work
done by the gardai”

Mr. Gilfoyle’s children, Ken
(2), and Evelyn (6), who is goin:
1o school, were restricted 1to
playing indoors.

And at night they could not
get very much sleep because of
the hum of the generators
lighting up 1410 and the talk of
gardai and Army men.

But, Mr. Gilfoyle, a builder,
said their inconvenience could
not compare with that of Dr.
Herrema — and for that reason
they accepted it with good
grace.

An early visitor to the scene
after the siege was over was
Very Rev. Patrick Shine, Parish
Priest of Monasterevin, who
chatted with the gardai and
Army men.

He said he was verv pleased

that the affair had ended on
such a happy note,

Dr.
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Herrema

The mattresses which were placed carlier this week wunder t he window of the

“The long-term prognosis is

B — Mo

hope that he would

entire ordeal was over.”

. 'Min\

jump to freedom.

conducted
that brought success all round.
All people came out of the

rooin, where Dr, Herrema

in such a manner

alive and we are

delighted,” be said.
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HERREMA  MEMORIES OF THE
LONGEST SIEGE . . .

‘A MAN

OF STEEL’
~LYNCH

OPPOSITION Leader, Mr. Jack
Lynch, said last night that

r. Herrema must have been "a
man of steel” to have endured
his terrible ordeal,

The Fianna Fail chief heard
the news of the Dutch indus-
trialist’s release on his car radio
while driving from Achill to
Westport on  the by-election
campaign late last night,

Mr. Lynch said that like every-
one else in Ireland, his feelings
were of great joy and relief at
Dr, Herrema's safe release.

He hoped that the sympathy
and understanding of the Irish
people were of some comfort to
Mrs, Herrema and her family
during their agony.

Mr, Lynch congratulated the
Gardal for their successful in-
vestigation of the kidnapping and
for the manner in which they
had conducted their duties in

Monasterevin, He alco paid
tribute to the Army.

The Government was to be
commended for its stand in
which it had received the com-
plete and unstinted support of
his party.

Chief Superintendent Wren surrounded by newsmen seeking information

THE glowing embers of the
Moasterevin campfire
smouldered and died away early
today.

For gone into the damp, cold
night were the huddled figures
who these past 18 days have
kept the blaze alight, waiting,
watching and hoping for the end
to Ireland’s biggest Kidnap
drama of the century.

Tired, bedraggled by the
marathon siege, the world's
newsmen and photographers guit
their shantytown without as
much as a farewell, For where
the action goes so goes the
press,

But the memorles of St. Evinsg
Park will linger, We'll think of
Lilly Murray, the happy-go-lucky
housewife who opened her warm
kitchen to us day and night;
who lifted the gloom of grey.
rainy dawns with cups of
stéaming tea and crackling fry-
ups.

We'll think of the muffled
sardai and battle-dressed soldiers
with whom we built a friendly
cameraderie, front line men ail,
sharing a commeon trial.

We'll reflect on the hospitality
of the Monasterevin hostelry; of
Brennan's where coffee with
ham and cheese sandwiches re-
vived flageing spirits; of the
Hazel Hotel, where the staif
pulled out all the stops to cater
for the legions of customers that
throngedt he dining room at all
hours,

Now it's all over the viliaze
will perhaps become again just
an elbow on the Dublin/ Cork

road, But perhaps those passing
through will now take more
than a fleeting glance at a place

that has etched itself in the
minds of the nation.
It was one of the biggest

media operations ever mounted
outside war time as more than
350 newspape and ™V
fournalists poured into the quiet
Co. Kildare town.

Reporters and photographers
stased a 24-hour watch on the
90-house counci] estate which
was transformed into a security

proof  military
overnight.

Many newspapers spz2nt more
covering the sieze than was
spent on coverage of the Arab.
Israeli six-day war and the Suez
crisis in the 50's.

Special teams of post oifice
engineers were drafted into the
area to provide special telephone
lines for the press caravans and
it i1s estimated that gardai,
troops and media people spent
more than £500,000 in the town

encampment

Champagne party
in Herrema home

THE  HERREMA FAMILY
threw an all-night champagne
party in the family home in

Arnhem, Holland, after hearing
of the release of their father —

the industrialist,. Dr.  Tiede
Herrema.
The family zot the exciting

news after 36 days of waiting
from a Dutch Government offi-
cial, who had been informed b
Irish / Dutch “hotline.”

Mrs, Llizabeth Herrema in-
mediately left the Arnhem house
for Rotterdam  Airport -

“unbelievably happyv,” according
to her son, Sjoerd (26). Sjoerd
and Jelle (24), another son, trav-
elled to the airport with her,

Swak.

where she was met by Dr, Hugh

Craigenhoff of AKZO, Dr.
Herrema's employer.

Then the sons returned to
Arnhem for an all-night
cziebration party.

Also at the party were the
two other Herrema sons —

Harm (14) and Ydzd (16).

To a background of popping
champagne bottles and pop
music, an elated Sjoerd told the
Irish Independent last night.

“The release came as a
complete surprise. And it came
just in time. We desperately

needed good news, We were just
beginning to lose the hope and
coniidence we had at the start
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Joyful

relief

or
Cooney

By CHRIS GLEMNNON
Qur Political Correspondent
THE government and the
Minister for Justice in particular
emerged joyful and immensely
relieved Jast night from the
frauma of the siege, the most

dramatic chain of events in their
2+ year term of office.

Having taken an unyielding
stand of “no deal” from within
an hour of being informed of

r. Herrema’s kidnap they -
withstood great pressures from
nany sources.

On their stand they had the
support of the Opposition, the
leader of which, Mr. Lynch,
adopted the government’s line
verv shortly after it was an-
nounced dalmost exacriv  three
weeks ago.

An inevitable consequence of
the end of the kidnap siege will
be a review by the government,
probably next week, of the
entire operation by the security
forces. In this review they wiil
ook also at the legislation
available to deal with such
events but it jis generally ex-.
pected that no new legislation
will be sought. Mr., Cooney
maintained throughout the three
weeks of the siege that the laws
already enacted were sufficient- - )
for the situation. He is unlikely
now to change his mind.

Mr, Cooney who went from
his home late last night to visic
Dr., Herrema has been the
Minister most directly involved
and as such has taken an im- '
mense amount of pressure. Sev- "
cral times when the siege ap-
peared to have reached critical
stages he was involved in all-
night vigils with the security
chiefs directing the operation,

As the siege dragged on he re-
mained in almost constant con-
tact with it e

Politicians of all parties were, -
however, agreed that kidnapping .
could not be totally ruled out in
the future, A determined group.
might try again. But they said
the fact that the Monastrevin
siege ended with the captive and
captors all safe despite the in-
tense pressures would mean tha:
tne futility of such an exercise

nad been more than amply
demonstrated.
SUPPORT

The Government felt that at
all times it had the total and
unwavering support of the gen-
eral public, This was made clear
not alone by Mr. Cooney but by
the Taoiseach who broke his
West Mayo by-election campaign
to send a personal message to
Dr. Herrema and another
message congratulating the. .
Garda and Army.

That support for the
Government in its stand was
dented in only a very minor
way. Those dents came mainly
in letters fo some newspapers
but they were few.

There were, too, the almaost
inevitable heports that the Dutch
Government — worried about
the safety of its own citizen —
put pressure on the Taoiseach to
give in to at least some of the
kidnappers  demands. These
reports were strongly denied bv -
‘Mr. Cooney who also rejected
totally the suggestion that - -
“private pressure” was being ap-
plied from Holland. This
“private pressure” had been in--
terpreted as meaning that while
the Dutch Government was
publiclv backing the Taoiseach's
stand it was quietly advocating
a different course of action.

However, there is no real
doubt but that those reports -
were  untrue. The Dutch
Government directly and
through the diplomatic channels
were kept constantly Informed
of events and the Foreign
Minister, Dr. FitzGerald, - -
cancelled at least one engage-
ment abroad so that he could be
available to maintain personal

contact in Dublin with the
Dutch Ambassador, Mr. Felix
van Raalte,

Government Ministers, while

naturally delighted that the siege
had ended with Dr. Herrema
safe, were confining their
comments early teday to ex-
pressions of pleasure that the
drama was over. They were not
seeking any credit. Instead they
gave all the praise to Dr. .
Herrema himself for his resilence
and fortitude and to the gardai
whom they felt had done a
marvellous job and carmed the
respect of every citizen.

Undoubtedly, however, in the
immediate aftermath the end of
the siege will give the Coalition
a boost in its popular support,
For there has been a general at-
titude among the public that the-
government “no deal” stand was
the only one that could have
been taken and that the
Taoiseach and his Ministers were
richt to reject any effort to
move from that position.

Gen. Franco
‘very grave’

Gen. Francisco Franco under. .
went four hours of emergency
stomach surgery yesterday and
doctors reported his condition as
“very grave" after the operation,

Rushed to a Madrid hospital
from his Pardo Palace, the’
§2-year-old Spanish ruler was re- -
ported as suffering massive in-
testinal haemorrhageing,

A medical bulletin following
the operation said five litres of
blood were pumped into the
failing general after doctors re-
moved two-thirds of his st
in his second abdominal .
stion in four daws, ; e




