™. HIS Christ-
~mas will be
different  for

‘the Robinson family. -
Had anybody sug-
gested' - to me during

the festive scason Jast

year that [ would be

“the elected choice of
‘the Pcople of Ircland

for the highest officc .

in the land, 1 would
ncver have belicved it.
I am particularly pleased

that an election has been

- held and that so0 many
people have exerciSed their
right to vote, I feel that the
officc has been restored 10
the people of Ireland for
the first time in 17 years.

It is a great honour to
have been sclected on a
national basm for this
office. -

[ said at the oulset of

this campaign that I felt I.

could  make. the office of
Presidency mean some-
thing. I rcalised in saying
this that 1 would first of all
have to listen 1o what the
people felt about the office
and listen to suggestions us
to how a Pn.s:dz.m can help

lhcmo v . ‘ - | .
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NE THING that
- became clear at an

carly stage was
that people wanted the
President to identify with
them, not just with their
problems, but in the sense
of recognising thoir work
and achievements in thcnr
own areas.

I realised that there are

literally hundreds of organi-:

sations around the country
doing excellent work with
little or no official acknow-
ledgment or awarencss o!‘
them.

There are groups of peo- .

ple for examplc, involved in
all sorts of community

development, ‘working. fOr
“the homeless, for’ travcllcrs,
~adult. u.ducauon, environs-- - 2

mental groups, in (he art ;f

and cultural arca’ ‘generally. -
And many many. others " &
who are making an enor--
“mous contribution towards
‘the welfare of our.society. =

They want to inform: thc'

President of their ‘work, to
be recognised and appreci-
ated for it and for the Presi-

dent in some cases to act as

a_ liaising person . with

groups doing the same type | i
of work ‘in’ othc.r arcas: ol'- '

the country.
I also got a clcar mes-

sage from people that they
would love to see an active
who
would come- out and meet-

working  President

the pcople and be among

‘them rather than remaining

somewhat "aloof in the

‘ark, 80 they can get an

opportunity to - speak

directly with her, talk about

their situations, the issues

affecting their lives and for
her to be a listening, com- ¢

passionate and c.mng l’rcqx-
dcnl. :

1

the President to
speiak out on their

‘behalf and particularly on

behalf of the vulnerable and
the weak, the unemployed,
the young, the elderly and
forgotien minoritics. How-

ever I am very clear that the
policy decisions as to how:
issues can be dealt with are
a function of the elected

government of"the day.

travelling around the coun-
~ try have been a deeply.
enriching c¢xperience for
both Nick and myself and I

really look forward -to

’

o awarc of. environmental.
: issucs and 1o play my part
o ine thc prcserwuion of our:
-precious.
Again there'are many envie

FIEY also do expect

returning as President to

, l

| will be taking an oath to not only

mointaln the Constitution of Ireland and uphold ;
| lts laws” but also “to dedicate my abilities to
_fhe servlce and welfare of the people of .

Ireland™.' ...in the first article written by

President-elect Mary Robinson she sets out why
she looks forward to the challenge of fhe !

i Presldency
The ‘last gix months of -
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.thc areas and groups I met

over the last few months.,

Another thing that was
brought hom&. 50 forcubly to

me during that period was

the extraordinary beauty of
the country and the sense of .

urgency felt by pcople wish- .

ing to protcct and prcqcrvc

- our environment,. .

¥ This has become a rcnlly 5
- important issue for many of
us now. And I intend to be

.completely. informed and

This iS H
- gociul,

cnwronmcnl

ronmental and conservation

. groups working in this area,
- often. with few regources

" and not getting the recogni-

tion.they deserve,

, Another issue which was
~orepeatedly raised with me
.ngm throughom the ¢am-

paign was the extent of -

. forced emigration,. particu-

larly along the west coast.
fundamental,
‘cconomic and per-
ﬁonul probleni  which
touches. the lives of almost

every family in lreland.
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FEEL “that - as .Pr,esiQ |

people, 1 can provide a

‘. direct link with young emi-
4 . grants and their families,
~and ‘T will value, enhance
and support the work. done -

by the many voluntary .

~agencies prov(dmg scrviccs

-

for our omugmms.

~. In this context I am par- ;
ticularly pleased, with the
‘messages of congratulations -
coming from abroad and I
look forward to an annual -
meeting in Aras an Uach-:

tarain with representatives .
of -support groups and

agencies in contact with-
emigrants, and to being a’

tangible link with the Irish

" abroad and their country.

‘1 also of course look for-
ward to representing this

-country abroad whenever |

~am.asked to do so, and to-
.enhancing our reputation as -

aa'would

Coean

dent eclected by the

like

age - and

a country ‘to be reckoned: .
- with — politically, mdustri-'- N
_ully. intcllcctual!y., il L
1)1 have also stated several o 5
: umcq that” as’ presldem B
to iuse the -
“resource of the office to -
extend the hand of friend-
ship to everybody: in North- .
~ern _lIreland and to. do:my .. °
~utmost in whatcvcr way ‘I
to: -enhance - mutual
undcmtandmg, apprecmtlon
“ofy and ‘respect “for-all” the: i
~‘traditions in this .island of.
ours, -

I am al%o vcry wcll""‘
_aware of the Importncc of i
‘being the first woman prcai- LB

“dent of Ireland and:how =

excited many ‘people” are. i
about this really momen-
tous event. ' -

I intend that my prcsi- i
dcncy will serve (o encour- -
inspire . other -
S women to, become more

active and involved with

public life and [ will do
everything I can to support

‘the cfforts of women' all .

over the country who "are

endeavouring 10 make this
i society where the involve. .
ment at every level in public -
dife will reflect the reality
“that we are ‘50 per- cent: of
~the population. .~ -

| l'ully anprecmtc that.

tlus agpiration is shared by . 1t
~many men as well, And.I

look -forward to all of us

" moving together along: thc"

pzuh to full cquulity.

) 3 -’.‘l')“

is precisely what I want to

- do. And I will be proud and”

‘happy to take the onth and

I'am determined to live up -
1o the challcngc implicit in.:-
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INALLY ‘on tnking_i--.ﬁ-* i
off’cc. I'will be tak-" -,
ing an ‘oath 10 not - . °
only “maintain the’ ‘Consti-
tution of - Ireland and  °
“uphold its - laws" but also - .
“{o dcdicntc my- abilities to-
‘the’ service -and welfare 'of - -

th_c people of Ireland.” Thig

f.."A.



