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_: IT WAS the resilience of - B
| republican struggle. which had .
| forced Britain to focus on “the o
realities of their futile war in i ’

Ireland”, the IRA-said in its first - - Jjgi -

statement. since ‘the:. Joint -~ =¥ _ _.

Declaration of Taoiseach Albert - .- . .- Lol - o , S dured .

Reynolds  and - British.- Prime o - . . t “Our struggle has endured and ExL:

Ini io night. outlasted one British offensive after et |

Minister John Major last night. Statement mS]'S S another. It remains solid and instant.

The statement saluted “the successes of The Tight of the Irish people to national -

Sinn Féin.” The party’s efforts since the IRA haS forced . self-determination and the question of G4 |

- mid-1980s, it said, had brought about a . | lasting peace are inextricably linked,” 58

sxtuat(;on where - “all sides had been e, e o | - .TI IRA id  that tl B :

forced to face in: a- meaningful way the. ‘ B ' h d The sai a 1€  British T

underlying” causes ofthe ‘'conflict: and “" I‘ltalIl S a-n- | government held “the key to peace. The g

more importantly,, how we can move EER A, ] ' IRA wants peace. If the political will : 3‘

away from continuing ‘conflict and .- - = .. y . exists or can be created then there is real R

2] .. towards a just and lasting peace.” ©. ... ' peace-initiative could provide the basis hope that a basis for peace can be |

< < The: statement. went on: “In the early >~ for peace. Events since then have established. It is our desire that it should :

2 paré of 1993; the efforts of the Sinn Féin occutrged in l}gltllt]_Of thtls zr’x'matwe and be. - b |

leadership -~brought about a situation must be seen in this context. . e T T . : e e S

where a Viable framework for a peace As it faced 1994, the statement said, - dﬂ:}e'enzj‘:t rextggg:g:oxtgfdghernnnpt.lon = %!

‘process was placed for consideration-  the IRA .and its supporters would O SuCDOrters L0 see a Just rdac"v'.ﬂsf e

before - the = London . and- Dublin ‘ continue to focus on “the need for an SUPPQI‘be_I‘S- 3893 31 JUIS and lasting -

governments. The: IRA" welcomed this - keeping the question for a resolution of .peace established in Ireland. No one : S5

. should doubt our determination.”
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- development and indicated that the Irish . - the conflict firmly centre stage.
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By TIM RYAN, Political Reporter pRp e | |

: Ay o - 53 St g
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THERE was no official Government response to the' IRA" :
statement last night which emphasised. that the right to g+

o _ THE SDLP last night still
national self-determination and peace were inextricably linked. ‘g2«

held out hope that the
- Republican ‘movement
would move towards peace
after the Joint Declaration.

By JIM McDOWELL
in Belfast

“Whilst. they have not :
accepted the Joint Declara-

However, " informed

; | - " joint Declaration before the much have.we to show for .ment and the meeting of Dr Hendron added hi? i
AWCINPT "800 o e Suial ™ St " R R T e oo ot b
g e sources sai e exclusively. evoted . to: K2 & N R . Tyrone. .
: o . Government was aware Qf .finding a formula -to satisfy - ID'r_Joe He‘ndron wh SDLP MP for W8§t tl}ere was a 9essatlon of J
; : ‘ ~  the long process of consulta- “this - pathologically - violent. o b0 oey LTty Belfast Dr Joe Hendron said . violence on all sides. B
E ' tion which the IRA would -organisation?” - .. . .-.r...18 hopelu ~of ‘the IRA  the ball was not in the “In that situation, there '.w
On . - '?aﬁe to undertake b?goreba : b ‘Mr.. j,dBii)u,ton--j- .'said “he’ .. back_mg the peace plan g{gxslé cogtrt. t‘})wut IwRi}xh thg ~ has toi ._lbef tgn _tllllggtti!gé e |
» _ - ull response cou e _.believed that since he took- - . -~ .7 Ll +A, despile the and reappraisal of ilhe Situatg ik
THE IRA tried to murder-. agreed. -~ - - - - - ‘office-"the- Taoiseach .had ~ the two Governments must Sinn Fein's apparent rejec- regardmg paramilitaries 13 3
RUC officers in downtown The sources pointed out consistently underestimated - now convey to the Provos tion of the peace deal. prison, both loyalists an
Belfast last night, just hours  that the joint Declaration  and undervalued the poten- . .that the Downing Street T:‘g ball is in the Provo -republicans,” he added. i e
%ggacilth%aidpmtv}?é- %x(;rlx:l){ 5333"5& ttllixeemseasr'r'mas ctol?é 7 ggtlwee?f' -;'t}?g Sf) rlgemtelrlu; gle)fel!ar.atxon' '8 ‘Dot negatiat- COH{'HGJ? : lglgéSte?ﬁaking a ha’ﬁ%e Dgl%ag%% thie"o l:’l; o
Reynolds/Major Declaration - Hume/Adams statement of  Alliance Party and -the = He said in the very near  further bargaining position. exercise of deja vu. &
paegict enoush o bring  APLDSS, ) Goyery. " OLCL Dnlonis- Such gn - futyrs,the Brosos mus be DLt ivne losstmore  fress - offin, iy
. ’ et : gr ,, said, ey don't have the S ilsom, * ‘ B
: A blast bomb was thrown  ment hopes there is increass make the IRA " and its = luxury of choosing between Dr Hendron said: “The councillor and former Lord 5
at a police landrover patrol 'ing pessimism that the IRA  loyalist copycats . increas- acceptance of the declara- uestion of national self- Mayor, said the IRA were i |
in the city’s Upper Library is clinging to its previous ingly irrelevant. 3 tion or conli_x,l,uing the determination is addressed - using the peace procetsg ., %
Street, close to the Belfast demandson the right toself- ° Progressive  Democrats armed struggle,” Bl lthe_ Downing Street being pursued by bo : o
D e police  people. of Treland, rather  Mebowell said the stae  Governmoat faltnalae®  Hume, Adimainisias (he  Bovernments e from the
. ere were ice ' ’ . e- e decla- 1tiative. r 8
casualities. But it is believed = than by the people of the ment from the IRA under- ration is the basis for a “It is now entirely up to  British. _ 7
one civilian may have been  North and South individual-  lined the failure of the political solution, it must. the IRA to stop the violence, He said: “This is what we L 1
injured in the ambush. An 1y, as ' stated in the joint ‘Provisionals to. understand - *act decisively on that which is what everyone predicted. The whole pro-
ambulance was called to the - Government Declaration. political realities. He said  belief. : wants. ; . cess, and the Joint Declara- 1
scene. The injuries were not . . : - | L ae . . | - tion in particular, has put B
th%lll)ghgto tl))e.stetrlolt(xs. o ! l 1 d !; d t | > _ | . }Eedm" ar E‘Imn Foin in ;
. The bomb.attack was the 1B e driving seat. s
first . in Belfast since the - e e e Y- O lscuss ec aratlol I “That's what it Was B!
IRA ‘ended their threeday -~ - "5 " e g e | > designed to do; to AP f?’
ristmas truce. et e .. . yiie ' ‘ the IRA. And we war 5
myrnrmvAN, o g his sty induling Tomaige | The coupleare cxpected toreturn o Ut 1 would give heman [
gijsepo'sBa{lg]sl?ad evgls“;:allg%nig - POFsical Rseporier = -~ Taoiseach Mr Reynolds in Dublin. Senator Kcnnc(‘l:;’rs yn?g:é w(t::gk.t appe}xtet l‘)m'lc?ati'l‘gle ne o |
deal with a suspect device. US Senator Ted Kennedy will discuss ‘While here he isalso due to meet the  Kennedy Is already | y MORTUICY  PIOVINg 19 Be A eed in 4 —
. : S ( . . ‘ y in Ireland having They are engaged In #H
founid at Whiterock. in the the Joint Declaration on the North SDLP leader, John Hume who Is an old spent Christmas in C , d i o the i
hationali st of the city during a private visit to Ireland which  friend.  It's . understood Senator b i Co Clare with her  drip-feed reaction the 7
nationalist west of the Clty.  hegan yesterday. Kennedy will travel to Derry where he  (oopand, Paul Hill, one of the wrongly - Declaration in . which thcy o
. '1fr§§'in ?h o shoan:lel\.;vhewas Senator Kennedy and his wife Vicky  1s also expected to make contact ‘with colx‘llv Icted Guilford Four, . will make morﬁ an(nm?sll B
ortar bomb. was fired at Aare staying with his sister, Ambassa- ° other community leaders to gauge the eanwhile, Cahinet details sur-  demands of the R
Unity Walk. In a. separat dor Jean Kennedey-Smith at her - level of support for the Joint Troundingthe visit of President John F government, ha P
‘incid}ént 2’ 1and prrln‘ing residence in the Phoenix Park. - Declaration. ¢ o Kennedy to Ireland in June, 1963, are “And they will un!anll;) el |
exploded around midnight - While the visit is private, the On Saturday, Senator Kennedy will ~ €xpected to be released in new papers ~ [resh terrorist campiigr, b o
in the Poleglass area a§ q Ssenator, who is a close friend of  pay a visit to President Robinson in  Which will be made availalble to the  Show that they are L'!pdme e |
S E1a53 President Clinton, is due to meet a Aras An Uachtarain where he will public for the first il of more destruction tf the AR
joint = RUC/British ~army . iher of senior Cabinet members  extend New Year's greetings, under the 30.vear oo c on January 1. gemands  are not mel, i |
.-w.._......m.,..-.h... e e T RO X TR T T T Y T T ST T e, year rule. Councillor Wilson said. })’
e T — g

: . sources -said the Taoiseach
m er ~ and the Government did not
e .. - .expect any results on their

IRA's New Year message

.begged the question: “How

: “ Last. _night, ~‘Fine . Gael ' jziiaat: G
Jeader-John Bruton said the EseiaiZ: ST

Meanwhile Ian ‘Paisley’s
DUP said “we told you so”
after yesterday’'s IRA state-

‘tion, ‘1 feel they have not

dismissed it out of hand.”
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