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. honourable in that”, says
NOBEL PEACE former I.R.A. Chief Sean
' ' “MacBride, who, on Tues-
day, receives the Nobel
Peace Prize . -

- B
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ON TUESDAY, Sean McBride, the Irish revolutionary, lawyer, politician,
- Minister and international statesman, will be awarded one of the most
.- -prestigious honours the world can accord—the Nobel Peace Prize. It will
" mark the culmination of one of the most remarkable careers Ireland has
' witnessed—one only partly appreciated because of its bewildering variety

of achievement.

- . MacBride himself wquld quar-
rel with the designation “cul-
mination” and with reason, for

-~ at present he occupies the most
‘. senior position In

international
affairs ever held by an Irishman

— United Nations Commis-
sioner for Namibia, with the

=vrank of UN Assistant Secretary

General. And it is in this role

= that he foresees his greatest ac-

complishment -— the Iliberation
of South West Africa f{from
Southern African rule.

The Nobel Peace Prize Award
has been controversial for the
second year in succession, -noi.
because of MacBride’'s nomina-
tion but because of his co-

nominece, Mr. Sato, the former
Japanese Premier.
Sato is accused of having

bought the prize through en-
ormous public relations exercise
and certainly the official ex-
planation for the award — that
he kept Japan out of the nu-
clear ~lub — sounds less than

convincing.

CONTROVERSIES

Last vear's award to Henry
Kissinger and Le Duc Tho also
rovoked some cynicism because
of their all-too-apparent failure
to end the Vietnam war and
Kissinzer's complicity in the
genocidal bombing of North
Vietnam and the invasion of
Cambndia.

As far as MacBride is con-
cerned. these controversies are
irrelevant and he professes to
know little about the issues In-
volved — they don't detract at
all from the siznificance of the
honour.

e

77 “Nevertheless it is with some

hesitation that he concedes that
he is e¢lad to have been
nominated — for the additional
volume of work generated by
the award — replies to corres-
pondence and preparation of ac-
ceptance speech — 1s daunting
for someone already stretched
ta over 100 hours a week,

The cingratulatirv messages
streamed 1 from all over the
world and included telegrams
from President Ford, Henry
Rissinger, Jim Callaghan and
l.iam Cosurave but none
from Fianna Fail

A handsome £26,000 accom-
panies the prize and all of this
will 2o to favourite causes,
notably the International Peace

e ——

"u.,£4%y1%§g,iﬁxr,..

A 7

T ‘/f ':‘-5-“"’////;/,
;-'9?fﬂ¢. S

G PR

Burcau in Geneva of which he
is President., Inicdentally, the
Peace Bureau won the Nobel
Peace Prize itself in 1910Q.

MacBride was born 70 years
ago to the enchanting Maude
Gonne, to whom W. B. Yeats
had given his heart, and to
John MacBride, a veteran of the
Boer war and once described by
jealous Yeats as “a fool, vain-
glorious lout.,” He didn’'t know
his father verv well" but was
very close to his fiery-spirited
mother.

by VINCENT
BROWNE

......

Because his father was on the
run after the South African ad-
venture, the family lived for a

while in France, where Sean
went to scheol for four years —
he arquired there a charac-
teristic which has remained with
him throughout his life and has
created an eccentricity about
him in several of the roles he
was Jater to play — a very pro-
nounced French accent.

The father was one of the
1916 leaders to be executed and
thereby transformed in the eyes

of a recondite Yeats — he was
one of those named out in
verse by the poet. — one of
those who . “changed, <hanged
everything” and bore ‘‘the ter-
rible beauty.”

Inevitably the young Mac-

Bride quickly became involved
in the revolutionary struggle
and at the age of 14 he was
first imprisoned, when he was
interned for six weeks. On his
release he joined the Fianna and

then later the IRA in which he

graduated up the ranks to

become Chief of Staff in the mid
thirties. |

During the War of In-
dependence he worked as an
aide to Collins and accompanied
him on the Irish delegation to
London to negotiate the treaty.
MacBride of course wasn’t one
of the negotiators — he was a
mere 18-years-old at the time —
he ferried messages back and
forth from Dublin and thereby
had an intimate knowledge of
what was happening.

On their return home to a
stormy Dail session, MacBride
briefly- discussed the issues of
the Treaty with Collins, who

presumed, correctly, that
MacBride was  opposed to
acceptance.

COLLINS SHOCK

Though they took opposite
sides on the Trtaty, MacBride
remembers Collins with affec-
tion and admiration. He was in
jail when Collins was killed and
felt deeply personally bereaved.

MacBride remained on in the
IRA in the ’twenties and
"thirties, Shortly after his 20th
birthday he was put on GHQ
staff and he later graduated
onto the army council. He was
identified with the more
political element within the IRA
in the mid-thirties and as a
consequence encountered a lot
of hostility from the more
militant sections.

Nevertheless he became Chief
of Staff in June, 1936 -— his
brief reign was marked by a
bitter feud with the
mythological IRA {igure, Secan
Russell. MacBride had the latter
court martialled and suspended
— the animosities thereby gen-

erated led to the replacement of .

"MacBride as Chief of Staff but
he remained on in the TRA.

MacBride now insists that he
left the movement when the
1937 constitution was enacted.
He explains: “1 opposed the 1922

- settlement because it meant the
continued subjugation of Ireland.

to  British sovereignty, it
brought us into the Common-
wealth and it inflicted partition

" QUITS LR.A.

“However, the 1937 con-
stitution <changed the entire
constitutional position., It meant
that for the first time the
people of Ireland bhad control
over their own destinies — in-
ternally.”

But there 1is probably
element of rationalisation in this
for MacBride was virtually
hounded out of the IRA by the
Russell faction which won con-
trol in the late ’thirties and
which started the

that time.

In retrospect, MacBride

an

. _ disastrous .
bombing campaign in Britain at

- Sean MacBride

doesn't see any incongruity in
being awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize and his past involvement

with the IRA., “Several re-
cipients of the prize have fought
for their country -— there’s

nothing dishonourable in that,”
he maintains.

MacBride’s first ‘regular” job
was with the London Morning
Post, now the Daily Telegraph.
He joined as a sub-editor under
an assumed name as he was
still on the run in Britain at
the time. On his return to
Dublin he joined the Irish Press
and worked for a while with
the Evening Telegraph, which
was later replaced by the Even-
ing Press.

Meanwhile® he had been
studying law at UCD and the
Kings Inns and he was called to
the Bar in 1937. He became a
Senior Counsel in 1942,

Solely as a lawyer, Mac Bride
would have achieved con-
sederable distinction. While he
practised actively at the Dublin
Bar he was widely regarded as
being among the most knowled-
gable and brilliant. His forte
was constitutional law he
has been "involved in virtually
every constitutional case since
siderable distinction. While he
is still peer in this class,

He rates the electoral law
case of the late ’sixties as his
greatest lezal achievement — he
has also been involved in the
constitutional challenges to the
Offences Against the State Act
in the early ’forties, the Trade
Union Act, the Lawless case
which went to the European
Court and, more recently, the
contraception laws (the McGee
case).

LEGAL SUCCESS

MacBride

—_

Incidentally,
believes that a
challenge to the laws prohibiting
the sale of contraceptives would
be successful.

He cites two cases among the
gravest miscarriages of justice
he has witnessed as a lawyer.
The first was the unsuccessful
conchallenge to the Offences
Against the State Act in 1940
he describes the judicial
decision upholding the con-
stitutionality of that Act as
scandalous and he is convinced
that the decision would be re-
versed today.

The other case involved a
murder trial in which he is con-
vinced an -innocent man was
convicted and executed.

MacBride says that the judge
conducted a very unfair trial
and that he was out for a con-
viction from the beginning. “I
was quite convinced that the
evidence showed that Gleeson
not alone didn't commit the
crime but couldn’t have com-

mitted it as it showed that he

.the

constitutional .
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Hennessy's treasure is the largest reserve
of old brandies in the world; aged and
mellow Cognacs essential in making Hennessy
the finest Brandy there is. So wherever you
are, when the order is brandy, out treasure (s
yours for the asking.
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"with Fine Gael,

was elsewhere at the time,” says

MacBride.

They. lost the appeal and he
did everything possible to have
execution .stopped  but
failled. On the night before the
execution took place, Gleeson
asked to see MacBride in his
cell and in the presence of the
prison chaplain and a number
of others said: *I know you
worked "hard for me and did
everything possible to stop the
execution because. you believed
il my innocence,

THE EXECUTION

*“1 asked what was the latest
time I could set you and this is
it — I now want to tell vou
again, now that I know that
there is nothing that can be
done to save me, that I am in-
nocent, I did not kill that
woman,"”

Gleeson went on to say: *I
am ready to die now and I
know that I would never again
have the opportunity to die so
well prepared, so I'm going to
my death in peace.” Mac Bride
says that everyone in the cell

wealth but would be willing to
attend for the purposes of dis-
cussing Irish unity. Atlee re-
fused, These two developments
precipitated the issue within the
cabinet.

The Tanaiste William Norton
announced shortly afterwards in
thg Dail that the External Re-
Jations Act would be repealed.
MacBride himself repeated this
in the Dail a few days later.
And then Mr. Costello, the
Taoiseach made his famous an-
nouncement in Canada, which
attracted such world-wide attens
ition, but which -was no dif-
ferent from what had already
been announced by. two Govern-
ment ministers in the Dail.

MacBride recalls that
Costello's Canadian speech was
gone over again and again by
the Cabinet prior to his depar-
ture. No other speech had been
subjected to such scrutiny or
was so well prepared.

Under his aegis the Depart-
ment of External Affairs became
involved in the late forties on a
huge propaganda war on the
partition issue. Conor Cruise

ev ajiarmed

by new party

was convinced of the man’s in-
nocence, '

MacBride is now somewhat a
forgorten political figure in
Iveland, but for a few years he
threatened, as no one else has
Ggone n the last 50 years In
Ircland, to break the political
dominance of the two Treaty
parties, Fianna Faill and Fine
Gael,

In 1946 he convened a meet-
ing of old republicans and other
political allis — including even
people who supported the
treaty, such as Peadar Cowan,
-— 1n Barry’s Hotel, Dublin. It
was an unpropitious start to
Clan na  Poblachta, which
within two years had terrified
the souls of the two major
parties.

NEW PARTY

MacBride was prompted to
start a new party, largely
because of his disenchantment
with De Valera. His concern
centred on. the conservative
economic policies then being
pursued by Fiannn Fail, the
failure of afforestation and the
illctreatment of political
prisoners.

The new party captured a few
Dail seats in the following year
at byv-elections MacBride
himself was elected for a Dublin
constituency. Alarmed with the
threat of the new movement
De Valera called a snap general
election in early 1948,

It was widely expected that
the Clan would win up to 30
seats but in the event it took
just 11 still a  highly
creditable performance for a
party just two years old.

To the astonishment of most
political commentators at the
time, and to the dismay of
many of the new supporters,
MacBride decided to join the
anti-Fianna Fail coalition along
two Labour
Parties and Clan na Talun. He
says now that there really was
no alternative, “W had cam-
paigned with the slogan “Put
them out,” so we couldn’t
either by default or delibera-
tion, allow the return of Fianna
Fail to power.

Clan didn’t impose many pre-
conditions on joining the
"Government and surprisingly did
not insist on the ime-
plementation of its two main

——

election demands — the release

of political prisoners and the
repeal of the External Relations

Act.

MAJOR DEMANDS

MacBride says: “As a minor-

ity party in ¢he coalition I
didn’t feel that we had the
right to make these major

demands and anyway 1 felt that
the logic of the situation would
propel us towards the Im-
plementation of those policies
without making a political issue
of them.,

The only conditions that Clan
Jlaid down were the provision of
adequate health services, the

establishment of a TB eradica- .

tion scheme, an afforestation
programme involving the plant-
ing of 25,000 acres of trees a
year and a commitment to
higher rates of Government in-
vestment in economic devel-
opment,

Interestingly, it was another
Minister in the Government
who insisted on the repeal of
the Externa] Relations Act. Mac-
Bride says that while, of course,
he favoured this course he was
not the person to push the
matter through the Cabinet as
was allegced at the time by
Fianna Fail. [n fact the issue
arose as a matter of course and
the Government found that it
just had to deal with the issue,

Shortly after coming to office
a new Argentinian ambassador
was appointed to Ireland. He
arrived with his credentials add-
ressed to King George VI. Mac-
Bride ordered him to have them
altered and addressed to the
President of Ireland, Sean T.
O’Kelly, This was done "and for
the first time an ambassador
was presented to an Irish Presi-

dernt,
ATLEE’S REFUSAL

Shortly afterwards the British
Premier Clement Atlee invited
Ireland to participate in a Com-
monwealth conference, MacBride
replied that Ireland didn’t con-

sider itself part of the Common-

O’'Brien was the spearhead of
the campaign and he has since
reviled the effort in one of his
books.

NO APOLOGIES

However MacBride says that
he has no apologies to make for

the effort. “If more attention
had been paid to the
North down through the years,
then there mightn't be the

tragedy there today,” he says.

He thinks that there was then
a possibility of getting a solu-
vion to the problem with  the
British Government and that it
would have been possiblé to get
the Unionists to go along with

i’tc

He thinks they would have
been able to use the provisions
and mechanisms of the Euro-

pean Convention for the Pro-

ection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms as the
basic law for the protection
of the Unionists in a United
Ireland. Indeed he believes that
this convention could have been
utilised in a variety of situa-
tions to alleviate the problem of
Northern Ireland.

MacBride himself was one of

those instrumental in baving
this convention drafted and ac-
Cepted in 1949 — he regards

this as among the most  sig-
nificant achievements of his
career.

The first coalition broke up
in 1951 because of the Noel
Browne affair ~and MacBride
played a central role. 1t was he
who requested the resignation
of Browne from the government
— a role usually the prerogative
of the Prime Minister,

PROVOKED ROW

MacBride says: *“I asked him
to resign because I could no
longer accept responsibility for
him vis-a-vis the Taoiseach” —
MacBride wuas Browne's party
leader. *‘I felt that Noel Browne
had deliberately provoked a row
with the bishops — one that
could easilv have been avoided,
while preserving the essentials
of the scheme.”

He was offered a position in
the second coalition government
but he felt that as his party
was then in such a minority
osition he couldn’t accept it,
Nhile the position wasn't
specified at the time he as-
sumed that it would have been
his old job as Minister for Ex-
ternal  Affairs, the position
which was then filled by Liam
Cosgrave.

The collapse of- the second
coalition Government is widely
attributed to MacBride who, it

is alleged, objected to the
measures then being taken by
the Government to .curb the

I.R.A. John Costello maintains to
this day that MacBride was
ordered by the LR.A. to scuttle

the Government and that he

dutifully obliged. '
MacBride strenuously rejects

this contention. He explains

that he had sent the Govern-
ment a detailed memo on the
economic situation some months
before the fall of the Govern-
ment., He was concerned about
the reactionary economic
policies being pursued by the
Department of Finance at the

time.

The Government ignored the
memo and he was forced to put

_down a motion of no-confidence

in the Government's economic

performance — it was this and
only this that prompted his
action at the time, he main-
tains. .

LOST CREDIBILITY

Reflecting on the decline of
Clan an Poblachta, MacBride
says that the party lost credibil«
ity due to the Noel Browne
affair in 1951 and also that
Browne very effectively ex-
ploited the issue to discredit
both him and the Clan. He
takes pride in the accomplish-
ments of Clan and he mentions
the achievements in the spheres
of healt, social services., affore-
station, the leaving of the Com-
monwealt and the establishment
of a Repubtlican Government. He
also points out that during the
three years of the first coalition
there was peace in Ireland and
there were no political prisoners.
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