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oUR LONDON LETTER.

: Sunday Night.

further Ministerial resignations are
itieal cireles, 1he Departments meu-
Le Beard of Trade, the I'nl_:n::atr;fcr.f[
w-msport, aod the lrish -Office. Notoriously &ur
ﬂmﬁlf::d ‘Geddes is apxions to take up lis dutics
Mil'&ill University, Montreal, and mercly awaits
RE ' Crimo Minister's conveniencs before vacating
o L[;‘r‘l"il'h pever uppealed to bim and fu whach,
I it czid, bo has been mo great success, In hus
5 ; umg:.:r cannot be far astray. Of those mcu-
ks in the ruuning as his Euttﬂﬂaﬁf the mmdt
hoice, I bear, is Bir Hamar lsreenv ood,
_g:ﬂhb:: :m‘;iy * wade good'* at the Depariinent
':[ Overscas Trode, and 1s r{l am_lg:r*.vcd with thoze
ersonal qualilications in which Sir Auckland has
lﬁm nimscll couspicuously lacking. —Sir Iric
T' ddes’s inclipation lo resign Is assoviated with
Hﬁ ire to follow Lord Ashfield = example and re-
:ur; g the business Jife which Le gave up ﬁ!yrmg
she war, But he is koown also to be dissatisfied
with {he maoner in which measures affccting his
Dtnu;;mgi]t—lhu Ways aud Communications Bill
n the ficst instance gnd more rn:g:n:uﬂ;.' the Elec-

tricity Bilk=linve Lecn treated by the House
(omions. Like bis brother he will probably study
the Primo Minister's convenieoce, Dut it is w ell
ecozmis=d that ho 13 uot wedded to politics, and
\n sowe quattces the qrestion of successorahip 18
«id olready to lave been gettled, Inm Mr. D BC-
nerson's case ill-health 1s pud forward as a reason
tar demitting the heavy II'L‘H-;_?Iﬂnsl-hl_]itlﬂﬂ of Chief
recretary, + He 13 1n :'m{ltxr:r!anr:l just pow, r_mq:l
"ot his relurn—some time next week—npothing
sefinite i3 likely to I known as to his intentions.
of his pending retircement

poment the stor
;:L:;liill:ta.ﬁ with & Eumly deal of reserve,
Nationalisation. -y ;
& Fefereodum en the natiopalistion issue which
une of the London moroing papers declares to bo
in contemplation is advocated on various grounds.
vine is that & General Elcetion, apart from the
npsts it wonld cause, oifers no meIPCn:tI of sccuring
yoy clear indication of the country's view. Other
yig questions would iotrude god 1t would be open
alke fv the Coalition and the Labour Party to
interpret the result as it chose. But it is urged
gleo that the Government would reap a tech-
mictl advantaze by mecting the threat of direct

figroours of
ru]_'[-['ﬂt Ilﬂ F"ﬂ
tjoged betng 1

]

' action with the offer of a direct vote. ITew poli-

vicians doubt that the n:ation, invited to settlo the
giestion by & simple negative or afirmative,

would reveal itselt overwhelmingly against na-

—

¥

jonalisation of the eollicries. In their heart ' of
hegrts the mioers’ leaders take the gamao View,
and that i why they bave been endeavouring to
mix up 1be question with that of the cost of liviog,
Vet a3 professed Dewocrats they could not easily
sade such & challen®c, even if they tried. Lhe
yeestivo, havipg regard wore cspecially to the
sanner jo which it is Leing pressed, is so cssco-
tially ome for decizion by refercodum that the
fovernment would be. justifed in overriding all
shiections. I hear that Mr. Llovd George and bis
rolleagues, without being cominitted in any way,
ae considering the matter, and that sheer foree of
arcutsstances mmav compel a decision 1o the dirce-
g suzzested. But the country has yet to lcarn
she full scope of their alternative schoeme, aod it
may be taken that full opportunity for this will
»¢ given in Abe first instaoee,
Faisley Prospects.

:lore perhaps than in any previeus by-cleclion
fhe clectioneceing experts are reluctant to commit
Fiemsclves {o & definite propbecy of the l'aisley
jesult.  Much secms o depend upon the -ﬂ'tll'{!l'.‘{iﬂu
lo which the large INatiopalist vote i1s cast, and
tae fact that this should be in doubt occasions some
purprize im view of fhe bood between the Uoiled
Insh Leizee of Great Britain and the Labour
Varty. T understand, owever, that the working
srrapgeanent 8 mot absolule—that in any clection
eonteet the loeal branch of {he Leaguo may make
ip exccption fu ibe case of & nun-Lebour candi-
date who "' has rendered conspicuous service to the
canse of Hood Rule.” The ** Wee Free™ Libe-
vals are backing on Mr. Asquith reeciving at least
wiethird of the Irish vote. In his cleclivn ad-
drezs 1he ex-lrenuer proclaims the necessity of
“ar immediate graat in the fullest sensc of sclf-
prvernment to Irclund," whether as part of or
aipck from the echerwe of genmeral devolution
siieh he also advocates is pot quite celar. Nor
b be &l all convincing on the Ulster question.

If Ulstor 13 not to be cocrced how is-the Irish

dtlem to be settled 7' asked & lady heckler, and
v told: ' By miviog full sclf-government to Ire-
pnd.”  This if 1t means anything——. But then
i probably was pot intended to and doosn't.
Frincess Mary's Plans,

Apropos the FPrince of Wales's visit to Aus-
talia and New Zealand,.now definitely fixed for
Inis vear, a six werks' tour of Northern Europe
by s rister, Drincess Mary, is alwo foreshe-
dowed by the “Sunday: Times.” Mainly becauso
of the war her Royal Highness's opportunities of
vsting the Continent have been limited, Sho
seut a few davs in Pavia when last the Ring
ind Queen paid o state visit 1here, but, this
fpart, £he is 4 stranger to the Continental capi-
il The Grucen-Mother hopes (¢ pay & visit to
Deamark this vear—her first since 1913—and it
% s2id that Princess Mary is likel y t0 accompany
ber 13 Copenhagen, alterwards visiting the
Hoeen of Norway at Christiania, and perhans
eteading the tour eo as to take in Stockholm,
*iere che would wneet another relative and
Yriead in the pereom of the Crown Princess, clder
exighier of the Duke of Connauzht. So far ne
fiednite plans for the tour anpear to have Leen
made, but 4 six weeks' absence is hinted at.
Royal Economy, '

_"'l hile the Sfate cpening of Tailiament next
*eek, applications for admission to which are
Fumg i to the Lovd Great Chamberlaig, is
veriain to prove o brilliantly spectacular cere-
MY, eigoificance is atlached to the announce-
;u{'nt that peeresses will wear meither veils nor
.'{‘[:hff_"**‘ This, we are told, is part of their
‘Bjesiey’ schewe for the general reduction of
sWiavagance in Court dress. Not enly veils and
*tathers aro doomed but the long sweeping trains,
1"‘:?":f?‘ bave hitherlo bern deemed czsential and
vl always expensive, would Lo ridiculously
"} it thess days. In other dircetions, too, their
';:“t“-‘i are eelting an cxample in  ceobomy.
{ufdnﬂ}ﬂ f‘jt}u’sehc-ld has been appreciably ve-
“d, and it is understood that various Court
Jeintments which tho King holds to Dbe uo
B necessary will not be continued after a
ey occurs,  Further, Parliament has not
i:r' ]]E'?F asked to make the customary provision
* toeir Majestivs' younger children as they
€me of age. The King, it is =aid, considers that
@11 ok Lthe {imn for utilising the public purse
'_" that way, and haz therefore arsigned the ro-
If’“*E that accrue to him as Duke of Lancastor
e ;fm maintenance of his children other than
r;f mnce of Wales, who has, - of course, the
¢ o) received annually from the Royal Duchy

M Curnwall,
COURT AND SOCIETY.
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THE PRINCE OF WALES'S TOUR.

- ommunique dssued feond Downine St
g st 13 that in order t wake (be mc:;nT;fI?I::tﬂ.
e best rIEt's disposal, aud 1o fake advaotage of
ilh b | iratic conditions, the Prince of Wales,
“Eapproval of the Kiug, will visit New Zoa.
While tho detailed

YD Lty way to' Austral
g stralia,
s EEEJ;:‘IE}]?I for the tour have vet to be sottled,
oy poes. 1At lus Royul Highuess will arcive in

J
"-.gu,- p 2
ﬁ-.&l:lr:il v 17th A til, and will reach Aua-

frala ¢ '
u ' ] .

ocred aja i1 L2y His Royal Highness will
Nt und gl oy P00 Caval oo both the out-
iﬂ1hldm, G"fn ﬂ‘ljurﬂ Jouroexs, paving a visit to
Wlirgjy 1 Le way out.  He hopes. 1n

v als0 to visjt : of e .
Loy Colonies. it sote of (e other West
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WANTED BY THE ALLIES,

—

GERMANS ON *BLACK LIST.”

Many Gimrgau of Committing
War - Crimes,

ACCUSED FROM ALL RANKS,

e —
]

& Taris, Satorday.

The **Echo do Paris™ states that the liet of
Germans accused by the Allies of committing
war crimes” includes the following :(—

Lx-Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria—For
deporting many inhabitants - in  the North of
France.

The Duke of Waurtemburg (Commander-in-
Chiz=t of the Fgurtk German Army)—For order-
ing massacres of the civilian population at Namur
and other places,

General von Kluck, Commander of tho First
Army—For murdering hostages at Senlis and
shooting viviliaus ot Aerschot.

CGencral von Buclow, ‘Army Commander—For
setling fire to villag#s in the Ardennes and shoot-

ing civilians.

Field-Marshal von Mackensen=For burning
villagea and ordering cxecutions amoug the
civilian population in-Roumania.

General von der Lancken—Tor the murder of
Misg Cavell and Captain Fryalt.

Admiral von Capelle—For ordering submarine
outrares, . B

Field-Marshal von Eanders—For permitting
massacres of Armenians and Syrians '

General Stenger—For ordering no  prisoners
to bo taken. .

Von Ostrovsky—Tor looting
103 civilians,

General von Lesny—Tor execnting 112 civilians
at Arlon, -

The brothers Numever, of Halzmindan—T'or
outrages against. British prisoners of war,

Major von Gortz—TFor acts of cruelty at Mag-
deburg prison. -

Cp.-Licutenant Nodgers—For acts of cruelty
al Huhleben. ' :

Genrral von  Cassel—For acls of cruelty as
Docberitz prison camyp.

Major von Buoelow—lor the destruction of
Aerschot and for ehooting 150 civilians,

General won  Mapteuficl — For peroutting
slaughter of civilians at Louvain.

Licut. Werner, Commander Valentiner, and
Commander Toorstner—For  sinkinz  hospital
ships.

The ex-Kaiser and the German ex-Crown
Prince will be the object of special proceedings.—
Router.

and murdering

690 .HAHEE.

Bethmann ﬂﬁllﬂag'u Trial Demanded
by Bealgium.

Paris, Sunday.

The * Matin ** states that the list of war cri-
minals wanted by tho Allies contains 6390 names,
including that of Dr. von. Bethmann Hellweg,
the former German Chancellor, whogo trial 1s
demanded by Belgiom. _ S E

Two spies, according to the * Petit Parizien,
are 10 bo shot to-morrow at Vincennes. Une 15
an Austrian oficer named VFunck, and the other
an agent of the German espionage organisalion
at Freiburz, in Breisgan, named Louis Gaspare
Funck ®as proved to have acted as observer
el the effecis of the German long-range gun m
Tarie. He afterwards informed the enemy where
the ehells had fallen, and thus enabled them to
rectify their range, )

Gaspare was one of the subservient and dan-
gerous azents of tho German espionage system.—
Rceuter. -

-
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IN WINTER'S GRIP.
mam—
Coldest Night Recorded In New York—
_ 'Steamers Delayed,

[y R W 4

New York, Sundar.
Last night was the coldest night this winter. The
thermometer stood ot two degrees below gere.
Several steamers have been delayed in port owing
to thn lack of coal, which ia'frozen -in the trucks.
The Mauretanin will not sail until noon on Tues-
day.—Central News,

LUNATIC'S ORDER TO ARMY,
Aeroplanes and Bombs to be Held In
Readiness.

-

: Beilin, Suonday.

A semi-official anncunvement gays that an order
gatensibly from the Ministry of Defence was sgnt
recently to staff oficers of certain Reichswehr bri-
pades, piving instructions that aeroplanes and
bombs *° shall continually be held in readiness.”

This arder, it has now been ascertained, emanated
from an afficer who is undoubtedly deranged as the
result of a zevere wound in the head from which
he 13 suffering, aud he has now been taken to an
arvlum.—leuter, =

i

RAILWAY COLLISION NEAR
MANCHESTER,

— T

Guard Seriously Injured.

An alarming train collision occurred on the
Great Centrul main line un Saturday morning
between Gedley and Mottram, and near to Hyde.

A passenger train from Shettield was proceed-
ing towards Godley, when it erashed into a sta-
tionary goods train, sending the carriages and
the goods all along the permanent way. Lhe pas-
genger irain contained about 500 people, and
tlrese had to walk to a neighbouring statiou to
catch trains for their destinations.

Tha scepe of this accident was the same placo
whero a serions landslip had oceurred soine years
ago, and was due, it 13 believed, to the fuilurs
of the block system of railway signalling, re-
introduced owing to the stérm naving deslyeyed
telephonic and telegraphic communication,

The line was blocked for some hours. The
railway company, however, made arrangements
to carry pas.-ar:ngieu from Manchester to Hyde,
where they would be conveyed to another sta-
tion to catch trains {or London,

Several peaple were injured or suffered more
or lees {rom ghoek, among them being Fred
Markham, guard of the stationary.goods train,
whose condition is very serious; Mr. Uhas. Moss,
Manchester, manager of an_aesurance rompany,
gevere injurics to hdad ; n Dowcaster discharged
ealdier named Slack and Mr. J. Morton, of
Wigan, both severe shock.

THEFT8 FROM LIVERPOOL DOCKE,

Thieving at the Liverpool docks has become so
rorious that it is causing great anxiety to the palice
authorities. Three snﬁorﬂ and two firemen were
charged on Saturday with being in unlawiul pos-
session of - provisions bciangmi to the Pactfic
Steam MNuvigation Company..  Each scaman was
fined £10, and each fireman £0s or & month. A
labourer found with stolen cloth wrapped roucd
his body was zent to prisen for six wecks,

LONDON ORGAN BUILDERS' DISPUTE

The Ministry of Labour makes the following
appouncement :—A provizional agreement having
been atrived at between reprosenttives of the Fede-
ratien of Master Organ Builders end the Crgan
Builders' and Musieal Instrument Makers' Trade
Sariety am a result of A confercuce at the Ministry
of Labanr, Montagu House, nn the ZZrd January,
work will bo resumed on Monday, the 2nd Feb-
ruary.  'The strike begin on the 15th Decemls:r
lagt.” The emplovers oilered & rate of 1r 104 per
haur from the data of resumption of werk

from lst Mar. The claim of the uninn for a
rate of 1s 114 per hour tegether with the other
questions at issun relating to the trade generally
will e referred to the Industrial Court for seitle.
ment by arbitratiou.

FOR NEWSPAPERMEN.

e ———

DAY OF REST

' " Erussels, Sunday.
The Cammittee of the Delgion Press Association
is urging the Governpient to fake measurea to
seenre the cessation of nll Presa wark on Sunday,

anil the wrahibition sof the =ale of all newspapers
Frumt midday on Suuday to midday en Monduy.—
Liculer,

and 23

SINN FEIN “ROUND-UP.”

MILITARY RAIDS IN SOUTH.

e ——

Early Morning Visits by Troops
- and Police.

A r——

PRISONERS TO BE DEPORTED ?

Upwards of 100 Sinn Feiners wers arrested by the

. military and polics in the early hours of Sadur-
day morning in Dublin and throughout the
South of Ireland generally. The prisoners, who
include some M.P.'s and a number of recently
elected Town Councillors, are in military cus-
tody, with a view, apparently, to deportation.

An atlempt wes made to murder Sergeant Wel-
wood, R.I.C., at Limerick, on Satorday night,
but foriunately it proved unsuccessful, though

- the sergeant is seriously wounded in the face.
We report also to-day details of o savage attack
on a sergeant and two constables near Cork.

Tho arrests in Dublin were made ebout four
o'clock in the morning, parties of soldiers in motor
lorrics, accompanied in all cases by one or two
policewen, suddenly descending oo the resideoces
of the “ wanted"” men. The soldiers were gnccess-
ful in effecting the arrests in the majerity of
cases, but a curious feature of the affair is the
absence from home of many of the persons who
were being sought, .

Coosiderable wmilitary activity had been noticed
in Dublin on riday night, and it is assumed that
some of those who were ' wanted,” taking this for
a hint, made themseclves scarce for the time being.

The raida were carried ont in & thorough
fashion, for when the occupanis of the houses
visited had ecome fo their doors in response to
knccking, soldiers at once cntered, and ccarched
cvery room, usiog clectric torches to illuminate
their progress. - Ao officer, it ecoms, was in charge
of cach party. :

In onc bouse eight micn were arrested and taken
to the Itoyal Barracke, ‘where they were given
cups of cocoa, Subsequently it was found that
five of the vight were pot iovolved in the matter
and they were.released.

Where the military were certain of the identity
of their prisoners, the latter were told to take
FOOIe clm-{nca. in & bayg with them.

Amongst those arrested 1o Dublio are:=—R. C.
Barton, M.T"., who mads a scnsationol cscapo from
Mountjoy Prison in March of last vear, and who
was formerly an officer in the Roval Dublin Fusi-
liers; Joscph M'Grath, M. P.; Thomas Hunter,
Jawcs Brenvan aud J. V. Lawless, both the lalter
Leing members of the Dublin Corparation.

The Louses of the {ollowing, swong others, were
alsw scarched, but the men in question were ' not
at lomo'' :—John AM'Garry, M.P., an alderman
of the Dublin Corporstion; Frauk l'aby, M.DP.;
iod Gerard Crofts.

An incident of the round-up in Dublin was that
a Sino I'ein flag which had been flying from 1hbe
nouec of a pewsagent at Phibsborough sioece the
rebellion 3o 1910 was takcn down and carricd
away by & policemau. 'The newsagent, a man
named O'Hanraban, was arrested.

Tho arre<ts in the copital pumber, go {ar as can
be asceriained, between 13 and 23,

FIFTY ARRESTS IN THE SOUTH,

Great Military Activity in Eight
Countles.

OQur Curk correspondent writes —

On Saturdey morning in the Southern Irish
Military District, comprising the Counties of
Cerk, Kerry, Clave, Waterford, Tipperary, Lime-
rivk, Kilkesny, and Waterford, 4 great yound-np
of leading Zinn Feincrs took place, In the ope-
rations the Royal Irish Constabulary took a sub-
sidiary puard

Motor Jorries, accompanied in some caxes hy
armoured cars, ecourcd tho ceuptey, and by’ tho
afternoon fifty arvests had been eftected, and the
prisoners conveyed to Cork and lodged n tho
male pflson Lo await orders for depcrtation.

Ouo of the lorries conveying prisoners broke
down while passing through Cork. 'The streets
were full of peoplo at the time, and a large erowd
of sympathisers gathered and cheered hoister
vusly, but made no attempt at yescue,

Among the arrests reported so far in Cerk
city arn Michael Mchegan, of Blackrock, retuim-
ing ofticer to Cork County Council, and John
Dunne, The latter has eleendy cerved a term of
imprisonment, having been convicted of wearing
o uniform of & militavy nature. -

“When au offivial of the county council went io
tho prison in the hope of seeing Mehegan he
was mnformed that as the prisoney was in military
custody he could not be allowed to visit Lim
:filhm:tt the permizsion of the military authori-
ics

-

SENSATION IN THURLES,

Urban Councillors Arrested.

In connection with the “round.up™ a sensa-
tion was caused in Thurles on Iriday might
when, shortly befors a mceting of the urban
copncil to elect a chairman and committees, the
police made a swift raid oo the homes of some
Sinn Fein and Labour memlers of the council,
and arrested abput six meun, iocluding the presi-
dent of the lodal Sinn Fein club and the local
erganiger of the Transport Weorkers® Union.

o

COUNTY CORK OUTRAGE,

Sergeant and Two Constables Attacked

—— [

News of a'disgr:'n:ciul lﬂ-tilrag-‘: upon the police
on Saturday might has coyio to hand from
the village of Abern, twenty miles distont frem
Cork city.

Sergeant Bradley and Constabics Blanchfield
and ﬂ'hg]e had proceeded from their barracka
to perlorm their usual puirol, when they were
suddenly surrounded by about thirty armed and
disguized men. . After o sturdy resistanco they
were overpoweled and tightly bound with ropes
aud flung on the roadside.

Before leaving the gssailants stole tha police-
men & rifles, ammunition, and accoutrements.

In their cramped position the Constabulary
siiffered tortures for three hours, and then the
same partysreturned and, untying tleir bonds
and uttering threats as to what would happen
if they were pursued, took their departure again.

sergeant Bradley and tue copstabley crawled
back to their Larracks m a pitiabile state, wid
as they have noe telephove cemmunication with
their headquarters in Fermoy, seven milea dis-
tant, some bours clapeed belore the outrage was
reparted, and then o force of police and military
was despatched, but so far no arrests have been
clfected.

A brother of Constable Blanchfield. a national
school teacher, was mysicriously murdesed a fey
weeka since, and no person bas been made amen-
able for the erime.

ATTEMPTED _“HURD ER.

Police Sergeant Wounded at Limerick

Sergeant Richard Welwogd, of the Royal Trich
Constabulary, was proceeding from his lodgings
in Limerick to the police barracks on Saturday
night when he was fired at by two men elanding
at the comer of tho strect.

Two shots were fired from vevolvers, one strik-

ing Welwoed at: the baze of the right jaw and
passing through his left cheek close to the cve,
At first it waa thought he was fatally injured, |
but, Welwood managed-to reach the barracke, |
and was gubscquently removed to the mi]i&.é.r:,'l
bospital. * s o

Two men arrest=d on suspicion were brought
before the etipendiary magistrate yestorday, and
were discharped for want of evidence, The
wounded sergeant is progressing very favourably.

Most Rev, Dr. Hallinan, the Loman Catholic
Bishop, preaching yesterday, condemned the out-
rage, and asked the congregation to pray for
peace. Such occurrences, he said, were an injury
to Ireland and te her cause.

AMBULANCE FIRED ON.

Another message, states that as the sergeant
way being taken tr:-.]m{-pit-a'[ the ambulanes party

| statement of the financia

of scrvice men £163,235,

was fived wpon. Lut no further casuallies . oc-
curred, :

THE SCAPA SINKINGS.

YON REUTER’S LAMENT.

“Taken from Prison Camp in 3rd
Class Carriage.” L

RECEPTION IN'‘GERMANY.

_ ) Eerlin, Sunday.

In a series of interviews Admiral Von Reuter
made bitter complaints regarding his treatment
in England.

According to  Weserzeitung ™ he said he was
taken from one prison camp to another in a third
class railway carriage and was robbed of his
cape and overcoat, so that he was obliged despite
the wintry weather to make shift with scanty-
clothing. "He was not allowed to buy nourishing
fﬂﬂh’L and improvements had ounly come’ about
during the latter part of his etay.

Admiral Von Reuter further allezed that ths
luggage of German officers had been broken open
by British oficers and men on board ehip and
rantacked and that some things had been stolen.

According to the * Lokalanzeiger ™ the admiral
said—"' If the sinKinzs at Scapa Flow had not
taken place the Pritish would still have forced us
to purrender dredgzing and harbour material, and
would, in order to give this extortion the sem-
blance of justice, have invented the nonfulfilment
of some armistice condition,"—Reuter,

Wilhelinshaven, Saturday,

Admiral Ven Teuter arrived hers to-day on
the steamship Lisboa, and was greeted by thous-
ands in the decorated harbour.

The Chief of the Admivalty, Admiral Von
Trotha, in a speech eaid—''I have come here
deeply” moved to bid you the warmest welcomao
on behalf of the German Navy and our dear
Fatherland. You stand before me as the last bn
our German High Seas Fleet which was once =o
accustomed to victory. The ships you have not
brought home the eternal szea las covered, for
vou, Herr Admiral, at your lonely post gave the
order to sink the flect when you regarded the
resumaption of the war as a fact.

Admiral Von Trotha finally urged dho=o te-
turning home 1o help to rebuild the Fatherland.

Admiral Von Reuter bLriefly expressed his
thanks, and in conclusion called for cheers for
the German Navv.—leuter.

THE INDIAN CURRENCY.

e

Fixed * Rupas-prica of Gold

L]

C'u';‘r}"mg out the recommendations of the Indian
Currency Committee, the Secretery for India an-
nounwes that on and after to-day the followin
Mied mequisition rates will a l¥ to gold importe
uieder licenso  inio ]TI{]iﬂ —Ten rupces for each
sovervign tendercd for imporl, or one Tupee fur
1170016 grains fine gold. ;

* T0 DO PUBLIC WORK."”

Lenin's Order to the Third Sovist Army

“  Stockholn, Sunday.

The Helsingfors correepondent of the * Svenska
Dagbladet ™ says that a wircless message from
Moscow states that Lenin has commanded the
entire Third Soviet Army to do public work,

This army iz called tha First Hevolutionary
Labour Anny, and its purposo s to procuro pro-
visiuns, cut and traneport timber, perlorm buald-
ing and agricultural work, and to repaiv agricul-
tural implements.—Reuter,

——

NEW FQOD ORDERS.
Reduction in Price of Imported M

& '
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The Food Controller has made orders reducing
the maximum price of imported becf by 2d per I,
wholesale and tetail as from to-day. The retail
price of home-killed pork is raized by 1d per 1.,
to correspond with the recont jnercsse in the
control price of pigs. _ ok

Muximum whelesale meat prices in Ireland are

=

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH'
GUTTED.

: -

Nothing Left but the Walls.

i —

BRIGADE'S BUSY WEEK-END,

After o period of immunity from ecrious fires,
{wo destructive outbreaks occurred in Belfast dur-
inz the week-end. The firet call reccived by the
Brigads was to the premises of Messrs. Haovey &
Co., contractors, 1%, Corporation Sircct, shortly
gfter cleven o'clock on Saturdiy nizbt, where
smart work by the firemen saved a great deal of

atiifuiuing property from destruction. - 'Che sceond
call, wliuch took pluee in the early bours of Sunday
morping, wae to  lountainvillo Presbyterian
{Church, which was completely gutted, nothine

F being left Lt tho walls of the sacred building,

Yeeterday afternoon a third outbreak of fire was
discovered in  the dwelling-house of Mr, R.
M'Comb, Reseville, 150, Cliftonpark Avenue, ad-
joining Cliftouville I'resbyterian Chureh, but for-
tupately the dawage done in this case was slight,
tho flames, which originated in & cupboard in the
kitchen, being extinguished without much trouile,

FOUNTAINYILLE CHURCH
DESTROYED.

A Fierce Bunday Morning Blaze,

—

Widespread sympathy will be extended to the
minister (Hev., Robert Anderson, 3MLA.) and con-
gregation «of Fountainville in tim laza of their
chureh, a well-known building which occupied a
prominent =ite on the Lisburn Road at the corner
ﬁf Fountainville Avenue. ‘The bre wus disrovered

¥ 4
mone
the Union Waorkhouse, the eall belnug received at
the headeuariers in Chichester Strect at 3-17 yes-
terday morning. The tiremen, who had just re-
turned a short time from the outhreak in Corpora-
tion Street, mado a gplendid respgnse to the alarm,
& motor pump and salvage srap being despatehed
ta thg scerta from the central etation, a bHrat-aid
motor from Shankill Foad sub-station, and a motor
pump from Whitla Street.

On tha arrival of the bripade it waa found that
the flames had secured a Grmy holil on the church,
arrd the firpmen zet to work with a will, under the
direcuon n% Superintendent James Stafford and
Asgzistant Supernntendent William Robinson.  The
difheulty of their task +was considerably accentu-
ated by the viclomt gale that prevailed, und hg the
densa volumes of smoke which eame from tha burn-
ing building in the carly*stages of the fire. Tha
motor-pump was brought into operation, and the
threa ﬁm:s of liese from this machine wera rein-
forced by two jets from the hrdrants in the viei-
nity. Soen the fire burst through the windows on
the Fountainville Avenue side of the church, oppo-
eite the Samnaritan Hospital, and then tho fierce
wind swept through the buildinge, {anniug the
fAamres until the interior was blanng like a fuinace.
The pews on the pround floor and the gallery, as
well as the cciling, wers of pitch-pine, a very in-
flammable materizl, 'ancd naturally the fire made
great headway despite the herculean efforts of she
fircinen, who were carrying out their duty n e
praiseworthy manner under most adverse conaitions.

When the fire was at its heizht tho interior oi
the church scened to be & veritable inforne.  The
roof collapsed with & resounding erash, and great
ghects of roaring flamo reze high inlo the heavens,
tho brilliant glare illuminating & wide area and
atbracting the attention of mauny of ihe innabi-
tanty ot the district, It wns zven at an carly stage
that the church could not bo saved, and the efforts
of the fremen wore wizely directed towards con-
fining the fire to the building, and preventing the

flerncs from spreading w the munse on the eity
'sida of the doomad odiflee and the Fountainville
wationnl Schools at the back., The progress of the
firo wag walched with econsiderable anxicty (romn
thee Soanaritan Hospjtal, whicl occupics the op-
posite comer bf Fountsinville Avenue, but the
matron (Mies M'Coubrey), Dv. W 11 Mackcnaie,
amd Dr. D. R. Taylor, of the hospital stall, who
woro carly on the scene. were unremitting in their
cforta to reassure ithe patients es 1o their safeiy.
Very fortunately tho gale was nut blowinz in the
directiors of tho institution, Lut when the flames
burst through the windows of the church in Foun-
tatnville Avenue it was decided a3 a precautionary

revoked as from the samoe date. npgasare to mako arrangoments with the master of
-'fhe Food Conteoller aonounces. that the ad--:r:ﬂll‘; workhousa Mr. Jaipes Mahood) for tho trans-
ministrution of the rezulations iffectin the | fer, if necessary, “of a rumber of the patients to

control of hides hitherto exercised by the Minis-
try of Munitions will be vested in the Ministry
of Food for the remainder of tho period of meut
control, . -

DEMOCRATIC ROYAL WEDDING.

el

Princs Christopher of Greece has to
Wait His Turn. -

The marviage of Princa Christopher of Greecs to
Mrs, Leeds, which was celebrated at tho Town Hall
st Lenon on Suturdar, was of a most democratic
character, The Vrince arnived in a taxi like any
COMIMONEeT.

As Saturday is a dav on which civil marriages are
celobrated without payment! the Prince, who ar-
rived late, had to wait & cquarier of an hour with
AMrs, Leeds in a sido room while the marviego of a
German-Swiss artisan was toking place. 'The hall
was not decorated nor was thero eny gociul .cere-
many, only the neccssary wilnesses heing present.

Before leaving the Prince gave 10,000 {runcs for
the poor of Geueve. The roligious ceremony will
take placo to-day at the Rusaan Church at Veavey 1
the presenco of the Queen-mother of Greeco, the
Truke of Sparta, and other members of the Royal
Family with the exception of the ex.King Con.
stanitine: and tho ex-Queen Sophia.—Reuter,

INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC,

e

Severa Outbreak in Northern Sweden.

ES s ]

Stockholm, Sunday.

Spanish influenza is again ravaging Neorthern
Sweden, and the garcison at Poden has DLeen
warticularly affccted. Up to' the present thers

ave been 4325 cases and 10 deiths, In several

lacesd schools and places of public entertainment
ave been closed.

The  Helsingfors correspondent of  the
“* Svénska Dapbladet ™ states that Reval Town
Council has made & grant of a millicn marks to
fizht the spotted fever ¢pidemic,

The American Red Cross Socicty is sending 20
doclors and a nursing staff, as well as a quantity
of dizinfectants, to as=ist in this werk.—Heuter.

AMERICAN NAYY,

o

To Eﬁnﬁist of 940 Eh{ps after Jully Next

~ Washington, Saturday.

Admiral Taylor, of the Navy Depariment, to-
day informed the House of Represeatatives Naval
Committee that 940 ships, mcluding 16 Drcad-
nmouzhis,” 13 * pre-Dreadnoughts, 8 armoured
cruisers, and 17 light cruiscrs, will form the
peace time strength of the American Navy from
July next,

These vezsels will canstituto a tonnage ona and
a half times greater than that existing when the
Lnited States entered thoe war. Tho firet line
ships will be equipped with aercplane platforms,
permitting aiveraft to rize from the ships at sea,
The estimated cost of the various alterations is
28 million dollars.—REeuter,

—
RAILWAY CONTEOL.
Financial Results of Government
Working.

The Minittey of Transport on Saturday issued

?ﬂ"!*ﬂt! of the working of
contralled raijwavs of the United Kingdom for the
tiret eight months of the fnancial vear to 30th No-

vember, 1919 Tho  total revenue ecaxrmed 6
£126,723,010, and the total exponditure s
£115,746,458. The balance. of

expenditure” over
revenus in Novemhor was £1,34?.Ef£-

The receipis during the eight months " included |

£67,008.965 {rom paseenger trafic, snd £51.057.076
from goods trathe, and £14,433590 from Govern-
ment traffic,

OF the expenditure, muintenance and rencwal of
way and works cost £17,957460, snd maintenanco
a_m] rencwal of rolling etock E21.083,6821.  Lecome-
five running expenses wern £28 287,048, traffic ex-
penses £38,902,740, and allowances to dependents
Tho Government goarar-
tee for the eight months was £34 090,400, and the
net Government hability £23 174,429,

Theso figares are anbject to nudit, and s regands
Government fraflie, the rates at which the charpes
to Lo moised are not Goally agreed,

Aha Unton Infrmary. My, Mahood pronmtly _co-
‘operated with the hoepital «taff in this plan for the
safety of the inmates, and liad & meotor ambuiancs
in attendance, but happily the neccssity for their
removal did not anse, ;

For hears the firemen eontinued to pour water
inte tho church, and although the Hames on one
oteation ot a hold on the returproom of the
manse, the brigade sucoreded in averting material
damagze (o the resideice of thr nunister, and m
preventing other property in the vieimity lweihzx jn-
videed:~ The vause of -the fire 1 uncertain. The
{itfhacs for heating the cliurch, cwhich is at {he
back, was lit on Swturday nighi as usual, aud as
the fira began at that end of the building, and
worked its way to the front en the Lisburn Hoad,
it 13 thought that eome of the wood-
work may  have Dbeeome ipnited. On the
other hand, the chweh was lignted by elee.
tricity, and the outbreuk may bave been caused by
tho fusing of o wire. The mastallation, it may be
added, .was overhauled about eighteen months ago.
When the fire was discovered Mr. Andersen was
awakeneed by a policeman, and te his great grief he
was an eye-wilness of the destruction wf bis chureh.,
Notwithstanding the carly bour at' which tho fire
tock place, a large crowd was attracted to the
scene, bub the spectators were kept our of the
danger zono by members of the polive force. The
nowa of the destruction of the church epread
through the cty rapdly yesterdor worning, and
srrmupathetic, reflerence to the loss the congregation
has sustained was raade in many of the ehurches, It
may bo menlioned that the scheoolroom of Univer-
sity Road Methodist Church was kindls placed at
tha dispesal of the Tountainville congregation for
vesterduy's gervices, and that tho effer was grate-
fully aceepted by JMr Auderson and his people.

Fountainville Fresbrterian Churely of wloch noth-
ine is left but the bare, gaunt walle, was erected in
1871, the first minister being the late Rev, Hana
Weods, who had organised the vongregation uunder
tha namo of ** Sandy Rew.” JMr. Weods, wha was
a familiar figure in the city [or many iﬂ:ars. died in
1902, and was succecded by Reve Mdexander GGal.
la$l1:~r, 1 premivent Orangeman, who acvepted o
vall to Tralee about o year ago, Flis succersor, Mr.
Anderson, the present minuster of the congregation,
came to Belfast from Castlowellan.

It is undersiood that the dumage was covered

0¥ insurance,

&

THE CORPORATION STREET FIRE.

Smart Work by the Brigade.

Shortly alter eleven o'clock on Saturday night
the Fire Brigade received a call to the premises of
Messre. Hanver & Co., contractors, 17, Uoporation
Street. This Brm occupy @ three-storey building
between Corporation Street and Toroh Stret, in the
ventrg of whelesala warehouses and stores, and in
conFequence a full brigade turnoui was made from
licadeguarters and the various sub-sections in answer
to the summons, Superinteodent Staflord directed
the operations of the firemen, who were hawpared
in tbeir work by the dificult means of access to the
premises, the entrance being through a gateway in
Corporntion Streer, to the entry in which the Luild-
ing s eituated. Iaght jets were brougbt into play,
but at the outset the fircmen were practically deiven
out of the entry Ly the dense smoko which came
from the buriung contents, consisting principally of
timber. The fira had made considerable headway
befoare the arrival of the brigudﬂ. but '.fh.ﬁ fnremien
tackled thewr avduous tazk with great vigour, with
the objevt of contining the Humes, and in this they
wern succesaful,  The floors i1 Mesars, Hunvev's
workshops collapsed, and some of the fircmen had a
BArrow cAaUp0 ITonn sCrions 1jury, & Yopo ihl‘nltgh
one of the windows enabling them to get clear jusy
in titne, The glass roof in the store of Messrs,” H.
& J. Neill, Ltd., was damaged by the great licat,
amd the premiges of Messre. W. 1. Bennett & Co.,
wholesalo confectioners, were also slighily damaged,
Lt practically spegking the brigade succecded in
isolating the fhuenes, and thoy are 1o be, congretu-
lated on their splendid work, which prevented o
fire of cnormuus dimensiaona.

TRADE WITH RUSSIA,

-

Important Conferenca of Co-operative
Organlisations.

: . Parie, Friday.
An  important conference was held w TIaris

from the 20th to Z3th January of vepresentatives
uf the various Russian co-operative arganisations
in forcizn countries, at which the decvision to
wintam & strictly now-politie attitude o at-
tempting  to effect commercial exchange with
Dessia was slrongly aflicoea.

The mectings were altended by represcutatives
of the Cooperalive Uniun who were responsibio
fof obtaining the sanction of the Supreme Coun-
cil for the paitinl raising of “the Wockade.—
Reouter,

I

SERIOUS BELFAST FIRES, |

liceman on heut duty, who prompily sum- |
the brigade by meuna of the telephone in |

o NCTCERATY

R
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MR. ASQUITH’S GAMPAIGN

FINANCIAL PROPOSALS.

T E——

Taxation of Accumulated Wealth.

"REMEDY FOR HIGH PRICES.

TE————1

" Mr. Asquith addressed a crowded meeting ok
women electors at Paisloy on Saturday afternocon,
The Central Hell, where the meeting was held,
gccommodates fiftceu hundred people, and  wasx
tilled nearly au hour before the proccedings com-
menced,

Sir Donald Maclean, who spoke fival, said things
Iooked well for Liberalism in Paisley. = Ho added
that he had never heard from Mr, Asquith a singlo

word whiclh would suggest tliot he owed anybody
a grudge, or had anything but a fecling of friend-
liness for those whe had done the.worst to him,
“*an example of magnanimity and charity,” Sic
Donald declared, " which is without ezample in
Britizh public life."" (Cheers.)

My, Asquith, who was very cordially received,
tald he wished to impress upon the women clectora
that thoy ought to regard themselves in tho exer-—
vize ol the vote as responsible, not for the special
pecubiar interest of thoir own eex, but for the eom-
munity as a& whole. . Thera was no more ecrious

itical and social danger than the enormous en-

ancetnent in the range of prices of commeditiex,
It was due to profligate national expenditure, to
the predigious and unprecedented roto at which wo
had been piling up cur national indebtedness, “Wa
are now sponding as a wnation,” leo continued,
“ eomething between a million and a million ard
a half a day in excess of our daily revenue, A con-
siderable amount of that daily charge is due to tho
fact that'we have to make provision for enormous

Government borrowing. The first step, tha urgent
und tho nocessary step in the way of improvement,
is to reduce our national ifdebledness, 1o sorutiniso
with wvigilanco and with care every item of our
uational expenditure, to bring thut expendituro
first to the level and then below the lovel of our
inccme, It is 1 that way only that vou will makn
the resoarces of the country - available, not for
wasteful and destructive expenditure, but fer the
manufactare amnd import of commodities which will
lower the whole range “of prices.”” A reactionary
vemedy end a very  plausible  and  most
dangerous one vwa3 to po hack to  pto-
tective  duties., The Anti-dumping Bill woulid
raise the pree of arbeles—muany of them
articles—which  would come  within
ifs senpe, Let them not go back to these qnack
remedies,  Beferving to Russia, I zaid that by
putting an emnbargo upon her exports not only did
ve retard the probable development of her vast
mraterial aned industrial resources, but we wera
doing an injury to ourselves, It wos in the estab-
lishment of free, unrestricted commercial inter-
course between liussia and eurselves that the firdt
stap would bo taken upon the road, which ho hoped
waild not be o lmg road to travel, when Ruassie
would he oper nore parl of the international poliey
of Europe, Discussing remedies for the fnarmeial
situation, he said they hoped to pet zomething by
taxation of land values, o bLelieved they could
get o gool deal by tapping tha great reserveir of
nitherto untuxe ™ wealth that haot been acoumulated
largely from epecial opportunitic, or accidents of
the war., lle did not exclude the possibility—and®
even the hope—that they might bo able te find a
further rezacvorr of resourees for repayoient. of Jolbit
amd ultimuato reduclion ot taxstion in dealing with
secumulated wealth as @ whele. . Thero quuht, he
continued, s teshin 8 cobmlbte_upengl’ of callings,
profassions, businessee, and -trades, ancluding the
Civil Service, for wonien upon thoe samo ferins as
mren.  IL was inipussible to justily the arection of
artificial obstacles. In tho lone ron tho community
would benelit.  ** What woe ask for vou is tho open
door, froco entrance Lo that arena, and fres comps-
tition within it," declarn] Mr. Asquith. “XNo
restriction of any Lkind sheuld be imposed on the
entrance of women to public bodics and positions
of public trust. Now that wo have got ladies
Marblament, it seems mors than absurd that there
should be any difficulty in their attaining places
upon local authorites, upnn the benel of Justices,
and i mevessdry, cupdn- the riudi-::i:tl- peoch 1tself.”
(Cheers) They wera wab asking that n¥n should
be handicapped as compared with women, . o
painted out ihat when lis was MHome Secretary,
nearly thirty years ago, bie for the first timo ap-
peinted womeen to be inepectors of factories.  In
regard to conditions of employment, he ventured to
lay down as a sonund rule that the same conditions
and, the samn occupational rates, whether in publiv
or private employment ghould Le given. entirely
irrespoectivo of sex.  (Cheors)

Mr. Asquith was asked if any overlurea wern

madn ta him or_ o ¥ avenue Ta e anv
member of the Gnatmnfﬁgﬁfsnmﬂm E;.; which he
muight have gone to the Peace Conferonce. ITo
replied—** Tho answer 1s in tho negative.”

A vote of confidenco was proposed, and earried
urmrnmuuﬂ:r.

Mr. Aequith addressed an overflow mecting.

N
THE PAISLEY PROGRAMME

Irish Self-government in the .
‘Fullest Sense.- =777

'q\‘ L]

FISCAL AND INDOSTRIAL POLICIES

 ——m

Mr. Asqnith, in his election addvess, issued an
Suturday uight, eaid rhat Passley could claim thae
its representatives hod borme their share in the great
wark of pelitical emancipation ‘and secial advance-

ment  which  bad  murked  the  last  eiglty
yoars.  For  this  record of peyecful wid
orderly  progress  the  Liberal parfy wasx en-

trtled to-the maip ergdit: = The country engagel
in theway .ns o uhited nation under tho united
guspices of the Liberal Governmenr, It was a war
for ideals with which Liberaliemy was traditionslly
ussoclated. - It was the dute of Liberals to sen ihat
the great purposes which inspired the spontaneous
cnbistment of millions of [reo mon, and [or which
fuclt unexampled sacritices had  been made,™werno
realiced. The great hope for the future was the o=
tablizhment of the League of Nations, One of its
tirst tasks should bBo a veview of the territorial ar-
vangements of thoe treaties. Their financial provi-
stons appeared to have been framed without ade.
quate regard to tho new economie conditions of the
warld and to 1be neeessity of -re-establishing {rec
rommercial intercourse between the nations. '

He was of opnon that the CGovernrmneats of tha
world should without  delay sumimon.an interna-
vonal conference, in which all 1he States affected by
the conseaucncea of ithe war—Allies, Meutrals, or
enemics—should To invited 1o take part. The pri-
mary need was the re-establishment of peace and
the reopening of intercourse with Ruseia., During
the last yrar the Government hud spoken with two
voices, and the resuly was that one bundred milhion
pounds had been expended, and many DBritish lives
eacrificed, in futile intervention iu the international
conflicts of Russia.

Immediate and drastic retrenchment "was neccs-
sary in every branch of nuproductive cxpenditure
Ilﬂ‘urma in taxation were urgently called for, and
improvement in the graduation of the income-tax
was csscutial, and the limit of exemption should be
raized. The proposal to make a levy upon capitnl
to extinguish part of the war debt required ipimoe-
diate investigation ; but it must be shown that it
would not canse undoe disturbance to trade and in-
dustry, thut it would uot discournpe saving. sl
could be earried out by simple and effective machi-
nery. The valuation upon which land was rated ané
taxed should be the same as that which lized the
prive when it was acquired for public purposes.

The worst method of raising revenue wis a return
in wny form to protective import duties. -We needed -
more than cver an unrestricted influx of food and
raw materials. The Anu-Dumping il would en-
zhle favoured interests to reup profts at  the
cxpense of the consuwmer, and delegated the power
of toxation to a small and irresponsible burcaucracy.

| The Irish Problem.

The prospect of an agreed settlenient as tho result
of the Irish Convention wus destrovad by tho futila
attempt to impase upon the lesh peoplo a compul-
sory mihtary serviee. ‘Thi. had brought in 1ts traiy
thie displacement of the Constitutions] Nationalist
party, the growing ifluence of Sinn Fein, and the
cetablishment of an oppressive and exasperuting
svstem of military rule. He adherad to the beliof
that the ouly veal security for order and condent-
ment was to be found in the immediate grant in the
fulless sgenge of seli-government to Iveland. The Irich
problern was only an gspect of & wider guestion,
The Imporial Parliament was congested with loeal
bastne=s, and relicf could enly be found in the de.
volution of purely national husiness to Parliamonuis
in Beotland and other parts of the United King-
o,

Two forms of expenditure upon which Liberals
were agreed that velrenchment was impossible o
lang as the money was wisely and cconomically
spent were housing and cducation. In regard to
housing much had been promized, bit awing 1o De.
partmental delars little had been done, and that
Iittle at an extravagant cost. Compulsory atten-
dance was not the sime ss compulsory cducation,
aru] time and meoney would be thrown away ugless
during the additions] voare in which the child was
I’Efjﬂii".l:'d at echoel appropriate inftruction was pro-
vided,

F

Industrial Policy. o

Ho was i favour &7 a national mininmra for
hours of labour ard standards of wages, Lahour
shankl be associated with the management af in-
dustry s0 as to scewre’ a liviug veloe inits condut,
sud o fairer appociiomment of ita frnile,  The Stato
onzht 1o be armed with more adeguate powers Lo
ealeguard the vy gEainst proliteciing ani
the exploitetion of the consumer by = vings ¥ pud
“* Lrusts" .

T I!'!"j:iﬂ"l.] lu ﬂlf‘ vombmindige fndustey, the nn-
cerlainty and vavillativn ¢f the Guvernment's activg



