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Pictures for
irish Homes

Balber of Rerpstuaf Suocour. Splendid re- |

e in tlie richel}; n::If colour E{' t_l;rn

icture' of Oar Lady—nizo itf-

ches by i;, inehas—ecompletely produced in
tralamd,

Eriaw O Tliggns, T.D. This is the won-
derful picture which was hung on the gates
of BMlesmtjoy Jail. Father Coyle, C.68.1.,
sTiee: ** Yowr picture I just splendid.
Your can welf be proud of it. It is a oor-
rest and suthentic copy, and the most de-
yotisna? F Bave sesn. A credit to irish

workmaowhip.”” Price 1/+; by post 1/2.

Blessed ONver Phmkett., A beautiful largoe
Em' vure, showing the exocution of
emnod Olixes By the English, and a fine
anibentie pietmre of the martyr himself.
Printed on syronp art paper. Prico 2/-;
by peod B{L.

Saimt Jeun of Aro. A companion picture to
that of Blessed Oliver Plunkett, with
gennine picture of the Snint, and a repro.

duction of the historic picture of the burn-

ing alive of Samt Joan by the English.

Prica 2/~ by poat 2/1.

tretand was the first country to be dedicated !

3o the Sacred H‘llrlé Hijt.hnrto we had to %ﬂ-
pand om Toreign made religious pictures. e
sow aller 28 oxquisite olsograph pioture in
vioh sslowrs of the Sacred Heart, entirely of
IRMM MANUFACTURE. Bize 22 inches by
15, with beantiful Hymn to the Bacred Heart
:-l-l wnderneath. This Hymn was writien

Price 1/6, post free,

* The Men of the West.” A superb repro-
duckien, in original colours, of painting of
Jubn Keating, A.R.H.A— The Men of
the West."” i"rinted on very best heavy
ark paper; size 20 inches by 15. Price 2/=-.

Robert Emmet in the Field. A splendid pic-
ture In six colouors; printed in Ireland on
fne art poper; size 30 inches by 22 Price

only /-, post free.

Qenmina Photo, mounted on good, strong
cardboard, of De Valera, Liam Mellows, H.
Boland, Dr. MacCartan, Dermot Lynch, and
Johm Devoy. This photo was only recently
taken m New York. Size 15 inches by 12.
Price 2/, poot free.

Al above wholesale to the trade, Life of
Blaxed Oliver FPlunkett, over G500 pages
(doth cover), written by Cardinal Moran,
price 8/8 post free. The Mother of Per
petual Succour: History of the picture,
prayers, novena, etc., etc., post free 3d.

Whelan & Son
17 Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin

M. ROCHE

Walchmmehur, Jeweller, Sllversmith
DP fician,

$0 PATRICK STREET, CORK.

agemment snd Wedding Rings, Watches

-Eﬁm, Clocks, Wedding Frﬂm‘m, Sports

L-hn, Watch and Jewellery Repairs »
Speciality.

PIANOS

1f yon want o really good New ur_Secnnd-hnnd
Piano ot the right Price
Write or Call
THE PROGRESSIVE IRISH FIRM
QUINN and Co,
99 UPPER ABBEY STREET, OJUBLIN.
We Poblish aud Sell Irish Music.

and

URSULINE CONVENT, SLICO.

Papils prepared for Matriculation,
Unmversity Scholarships (14 won 1In
last two vears), Intermediate, Bank,
Coemmerce, King's Scholarship, Lein-
ster School of Music,

Residential School of Domestic Science
* Httal?hﬂl-

Famoas Picture—G.P.0., Dablin,

EASTER, 1916. re Post Free, 3/=.

Only o Ymited supply of this
- Picture now available,

famous

stocle now on hands.

Cigarettes.—l.arge
(Jnly frish Brands

Wholesale and Hetuil.
stocked.

List of Latest Publications to be had on
apphicztion.

FEOUNTAIN BDOK SHOP,

és and 60 Grand Parade,
CORK.

You Mu;t
Get Up

To stop the Alarm. Without fail our

Chain Alarm Clock will have you up
1 the fime fixed. Guaranteed accurate

noelieeper. Massive Movements
with choin- and weights.
Eleren inch frome ... ... ... ... ...39/-

Thirteen inch [rame to strike hours
sravead of alarm ... cor wee oo .o 31/6,

CANTER DBROTHERS, |
' §3 S, George's Sireet, Dublin.

Spesial dedientory hymn by |

Quiet, yst Central, for Business or Pleasars.

FLEMING'S RHOTEL,
32 GARDINER'S PLACE, DUBLIN.

Two mioutes walk from Gardiner Street Chapel,
or Trams.

MODERATE. CONVENIENT.

SELECT.

All literary ocommunications should bs

addresssd to the Editor.
All  business communications
anager,
Bubscription Rates:—10/8 yearly, 5/4 hall-
yoarly, 3/8 quarterly, post free, payabls in
vance,
ADVERTISING RATES.

Bingle Insertion 2. O0d. per inek.

to she

@ Insertions ... Gu. Bd. per Inch.
18 Insertions 5e. 6d. per inmh.
28 Insertione Bs. Od. per iank
53 Insertions 4s. 8d. per inak

Larger spaces pro rata. Special positions

axtra.
Cheques and postal erders should I
crossed, and made payable to * Fire Og,”

204 Gt. Brupeswick St., Duablin,

Sp——— ] —_——
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England at Rome

<3

The English offensive in Rome
against Ireland has failed, and Mr.
Arthur Balfour returns to England
empty-handed. Mr, Balfour sought a
pronouncement against the Irish
cause from the Vatican, and a Vatican
arrangement with the English Govern-
ment under which the Catholic clergy

in Ireland would in future be deprived
of 2 voice in the selection of their

bishops. In return, the English Go-
vernment was prepared to act towards
the Vatican in & manner to bring woe
and despair to the heart of every true
Orangeman in the North-east corner
of Treland. Mr. Balfour has learned
that the Vatican is not to be bribed
into connivance with IEnglish des-
potism in Ireland. North-east Ulster
Orangeism, if it were not bred in stu-
pidity, would learn from this latest
excursion of England’s Government
in secret diplomacy how false and
hypoceritical that Government is when
it professes concern for the *‘ Protes-
tant minority,”” and poses (18
champion,

~ There is no section of the English
people more malignantly anti-Irish
than the English Catholics—with few
exceplions. Daniel O’Connell was so
impressed by their mean animosity to
the Irish nation that he once publicly
apologised for emancipating them.
IFFor months past the leaders of these
people have been collecting and in-
venting the vilest slanders upon our
country and 1its people. Lord Den-
bigh, the head of the English Catholic
Association, appended his name, to-
wether with that of Sir Edward Car-
son, to a document alleging that the
Unionists of the South of Ireland were
subjected to odious persecution, and
the vile falsehood, trumpeted in the
Inglish press, was exploited in the
Vatican ecircles prior to the ““visit”’ of
Mr. Balfour. In front of the English
Government’s secret plenipotentiary
marched *“ an eminent English Catho-
lie " earrying the budget of slanders
collected by *‘ the English Catholic
aristocracy 7' to deceive and mislead
the head of the religion they profess.
The Vatican inspected the Slanderers’
Budget, it listened to the honied pro-
fessions of Mr. Balfour, and then, to
the confugion of the enemies of Tre-
land, it replied as it replied many
times through'the ages to those who
sounght to bribe or intimidate it from
the course of Justice—** Non Possu-
mus.”” Not only at Rome has Ireland
in the past week broken English in-
trigue. In Washington, despite the
frenzied efforts of 8Sir Auckland
Geddes and his moh of paid English
propagandists, the I'oreign Relations
Committee has, hy a vote of 11 to 7,
reported the Mason Bill for the recog-
nition of Irish independence to the
House of Representatives, FEnglish
cable agencies having previously cir-

as

|

culated the falsehood through FKurope

that the Committee had defeated Tre-
Lind hy 10 votes to 9. This exploit
cithle  companies will
considerably  help Europeans to ap-
priaise the valwe of * news ' ahnut
Ireland” civenlated by Reuter, the Ex-
change Telegraph Company, and the
Press Association—three prime agents
of Enelish propaganda.

The Trish  nation
fidence the recognition of her equal
right to Independence with Belgium,
Poland, and all other Furopean na-
tioms.,  Awaiting it recalls the
fact that Ameriea some time ago re-
fused 1o recognise a  certain govern-
menf in Mexico, because it had not
heen constitutionally  elected by the
peaple of Mexicn. The people of Ire-
land have constitutionally elected their
and all the cannons
foreed in England’s foundries, like the
libels forged in England’s newspaper-
offices, will not avail te obliterate
that Fact from the political conscience

of the knghsh

awaits with eon-

she

(rovernmoent,

of civilisation. -

o

Ulster’s False Prosperity

The statement so frequently uttered by
Belfast politicians that Ulster has enjoyed
prosperity under the English “Union’ has
been dealt with at length in these pages.
No argument has perhaps been so widely
circulated by our political opponents in
England and the United States. But the
cry of Ulster's prosperity has-not stood the
test of cold analysis. Far from achieving
prosperity, the position of Ulster to-day is
a source of anxiety to every true-minded
Irishman.  Emigration from the North is
more general than from the South, The
Ulstermen aré leaving their native land
in greater numbers than those who are
supposed to be less favoured, But the fact
is that the land of Ulster is by no means
enduwed with greater natural blessings than
the other provinces. It is for the best
part a made land, which has to be laboured
constantly to keep it in good heart. It has
however probably more mineral wealth
lying hidden beneath its surface than the
rest of I_re]and, but this wealth lies without
any serious effort to exploit or develop it,
and consequently Ulster is not able to em-
ploy the whole of its male population,

The Ulster Unionist Council now admits
the fallacy of the argument resting on the
alleged prosperity of Ulster. The sub-
committee on Thursday week issued a
statement which entirely admits our case.
It says in part.

In the three counties (Donegal,
Cavan, and Monaghan) the Protestant
population during the last half-century,
and in particular during the last 20

years, has fallen very rapidly.  Fifty
years ago they numbered over 121,000,
to-day they are less than 60,000 people.
The ratio between the two faiths in each
of the three counties has for 60 years
gone steadily against Protestants, due
to migration and emigration, and it is
more than doubtful if to-day Donegal
could elect even one Unionist."

The “Northern Whig,” whose editor, Mr.
Lynn, M.E.P., wrote a special article last
year employing the old argument about the
prosperity of Ulster, writes that :—

“With a 9-counties area a majority
(a “Unionist’”> one) would not be en-
sured; in fact it would be constantly
endangered.  All the statistics put for-
ward have been based on the 1911
census,  When the census of 1921 is
made it will certainly be found that the
Catholic majority in the three excluded
counties has increased materially, and
it is a matter of common knowledge that
there has been a steady infiltration of
Catholics and Nationalist elements into
other parts of Ulster also.™

We are not concerned here with the ques-
tion of religious belief. But what does
concern us is that Ulster as a whole has
been dwindling in population. This has
been going on for the past eighty years,
but it is only now that the ““Northern Whig"
and the Ulster Unionist Council have dis-
covered this fact about their own province.
Moreover, the decline is now more marked
in the case of Protestants than Catholics.
It is no consolation to us to draw attention
to this fact. The decline in the population
of Ulster is a fact to be noted by us all.
The causes of it requires to be examined.
The decline in population, whether Catholic
or Protestant, requires to be stopped.
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England’s Strangiehold
on Irish Commerce

e
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The effects of the stranglehold which
England obtained on ltish Commerce as a
result of the “Union” are secn clearly in
the changes which took place in the state
of the export and import trade in the first
quarter of the nineteenth century. There
was a considerable growth of Irish exports
to Britain. In 1801 Ireland’s exports t0
Great Britain amounted to £3,270,000.
In 1825 they had increased to £.7,048,000
(according to Sir Charles Whitworth's
Tables). In a quarter of a century the
Irish exports in the Channel had more
than doubled. Manwhile the imports from
all parts increased from 44 to 83 millions.
It will be seen that Ireland paid for her
imports practically by exports to Britain.
The Report from the Select Committee of
1830 (on the state of the Poor in Ireland)
contains a good account of the state of
Trade in this period. Great, it says, as
has bcen the progress of the exports of
Ireland, the increased consumption of
British manufacturers has been still more
rapid. “The quantity of British manufac-
tures consumed in Ireland has quadrupled
since the year 1793; whilst the quantity
of Irish produce has little more than tribled
itrebled) in the same period,”” says this
most interesting Report (p. 12). Further-
more it makes the vital statement that “the
exports of Ireland consist almost exclu-
sively of raw produce.’” The great feature
of English post-Union trade was the growth
of her cotton trade with Ireland.

COTTON MANUFACTURE—IMPORTS
FROM ENGLAND.

Year Yards.
1801 ... ... ... ... ... e ... 44,000
1805 .. cer --. «-. B0,000
1813 .. g v e e 215,000
1BIT o mviss .. ... ... 542.080
1821 ... ... cvt eit eer eer . ... 968,000
1825 ... i cis ver wer -ee e 2,997,000

This table shows the perverse side of the
ruin of the Irish Cotton industry, with
which we have already dealt at length.
When the last shred of the tariff protecting
our cottons was removed, English goods
poured in like a tide over a broken dyke.

From this period also dates the growth
of the English coal trade. The following
table shows its rapid rise.

IMPORTATION OF ENGLISH COAL.

Year Tons

1801 ... ... ter e e eve ae. ... 315,000
1805 ... ... ce .. 413,000
1809 ... ... . ... 402,000
IRE3 o v . v 517,000
LBIT e trr it vee e e ee e 113,000
1821 oo vt ver eeeerr ee vnn ... 652,000
IR2E o conorns s own ... 138,000
YREY oo penirEr A . 921,000

Ireland has been made to depend on im-
ported fuel. The Irish Parliament had
done something to aid the Irish collieries,
but the use of coal was not as important for
manufacturing purposes in the pre-Union
days. Foster admitted that the Irish Par-
liament had not done much to discover new
coalfields, and he believed the resources of
the country were hardly touched. At all
events it can be asserted with confidence
that if the Irish Parliament had remained
in existence it would have made a great
effort to encourage tiie Irish collieries and
to open up new seams,

No general account of the trade between
Ireland and Great Britain, says the Report,
can be rendered subsequent to 1825, the
commercial intercourse having, from the
termination of that yvear, been assimulated
to a coasting trade. This business of the
English in closing down the reports of Irish
trade has not received the attention it
deserves. It was evident that the “Unjon™
was working out entirely in England’s
favour. Irish industries were ruined but
English manufactures were promoted in
their stead. This fact was quite apparent
in 1825 from the publication of the returns
at the ports, which showed that English
manufactures were going into Ireland and
replacing the home industries of the people
on an increasing scale, But in 1825 the
English customs decided to close down the
Irish returns, so that being out of sight, the
subject passed out of mind, so far as public
discussion was concerned. The shallow
pated politicians of the day were too busy
hunting for jobs to find time for hunting for
figures of Irish trade hidden in obscure
port returns, and for four score years there
were no records whatever of Irish trade,
until in 1904 we have the resumed return,
published by the Statistical Board of the
Department of Agriculture,

While British trade with Ireland was
increasing by leaps and bounds, and while
the trade of English manufactures was
rising, the foreign trade of Ireland stood
still. The Report of 1830 stated ‘‘that
the imports from foreign parts into Ireland
have augumented during the last five years
from £1,547,849 to £1,669,406.”" This
is presumably the direct import trade of

e

Ireland. We are not told what the direct
foreign export trade of Ireland then was
We can give, however, the number and
tonnage of vessels entered inwards and
cleared outwards in the ports of Ireland for
‘the year 1801 and for every fourth year of
the subsequent period until 1829 inclusive,
distinguishing the Irish trade with Great
Britain from the Trade with other Foreign
parts. The fgures for 1801 outwards
were, however, not kept so we start with
the complete sct of 1805,

IRISH SHIPPING TRADE WITH GREAT

BRITAIN,
INWARDS :
Year Ships Tons
1805 ... ... ... 6,875 ....... ... 599 000
1829 ... ... ... 13,878 ... ... ... 1.292.000
OUTWARDS :
1805 6,306 ... ... ... 267,000
(B2 R — 2 EL1 L R 906.000

Here we see that the number of ships
coming in with cargoes from Britain
doubled in the yvears 1805-29.  But the
Irish return channel trade was by no means
increased so rapidly. Moreover, England
imported the wvaluable products of her
factories, whereas we exported the bulky
produce of our fields, so that the trade
results were entirely in England's favour
in quality, as well as in bulk.

Our foreign trade after the *'Union"

remained stagnant, as the .statement
proves,
TRADE WITH FOREIGN PARTS.

INWARDS : h

Year Ships Tons

1805 ... ... ... 1,085 ... ... ... 156,000

1829 ... ... ... 1,093 ... ... ... 179,000
QUTWARDS :

1805 ... . 829 ... ... ... 137,000

1829 .. 723 .vi viv .. 133,000

Ireland’s outward shipping went down after
the “Union” with England. Our foreign
inwards trade employed eight more ships,
but our foreign export trade chartered 106
ships less than when Britannia embraced
us. England, of course, pretends that her
trade with us is a purely domestic arrange-
ment and is not foreign at all, The real
fact is that England is the only foreign
country which gained trade by the
“Union.”” All the other foreign countries
lost to England.

e

France and Ireland.

E

Paris, Friday.

The international character of the [rish
question, though long since recognised in
Americhk, is becoming more and more ap-
parent in Europe, In ““La Voix Nationale’
M. Charles Sancerme recently declared
that ““in order to maintain the peace of
Europe French patriots must look to the
future without England, and British pro-
paganda in France must cease. in the
future we must interest ourselves in Ire-
land, Egypt and India—especially Ireland
that martyred nation to whom we have only
to hold out our hand in order to give her
new life—she who has so often shown her
sympathy for us in the past. We must
unite our efforts with the twenty millions
of Irish Americans who will gratefully work

for us on the other side of the Atlantic in

proportion to the aid we give their mother-
land. The United States are not loved by
England.  They are rivals to-dav, they
will be antagonists to-morrow. The
struggle between them has alreadv com-
menced.  America will triumph. The
disintegration of the British Empire is af
hand."

In “Le Matin” too, M. Franklin-Bou-
illon, late Cabinet Minister, investigates

| the hostility of the United States to the

Treaty of Versailles. It is not difficult to
discover “all the fight has centered round
the convenant of the League of Nations,
and especially Article 10, by which the
signatories reciprocally guaranteed, their
existing frontiers and their various spheres
of influence.  But the negotiations en-
gaged in since the armistice only helped
to establish the supremacy of England
throughout the world. The United States
refused to sanction this result, and for a
much stronger reason, to defend it in the
future. She would not ratify a document
the passage of which she could not prevent,
however repugnant it was to her.
American public opinion revolts against
English egotism. This is a brutal, indis-
putable fact. The United States refuse to
enter the League of Nations, thus render-
ing its organism unworkable—an organism
which, by the way, is almost a danger for
France on account of its composition. As
to the special Anglo-American Convention,
President Wilson did not even dare to send
it to the Senate for examination. Let us
add that if voted it could not become effec-
tive unless there was a complete and per-
manent harmony between England and
America.  This harmony is made more
difficult from day to day by growing pol-
itical and economical rivalries.  Then
there are fifteen millions of Irishmen whose
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