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TEHE WATCHWORD

POOR-LAW OFFICIALY

AS SUPER-PATRIOTS.

Shameless

Aw  Irish  clerical worker correspondent
wriles f—-

“ Wounderful indeed the number of old party
hacks who, i+ recent weeks, have utilised the
sufferings of Luee of Ireland’s moblest sous to
enery for themselves a litile cheap notoriety and
to try lo ingratiate their miserable pelves with

the {H:]mlar forces

From D.8.0. to Dublin Unlen,

Front Redmond Howard, D.8.0,, down to
the wirepullers of the Dublin Union, this dirty,
filthy pame went on. When will these gentle-
men 1ealise thai the Ireland of to-day can
‘naver azain be fooled by sueh men or methods,
and that sach attempts as the eye-wash engin-
eered by Messrs, Judd, Blackburn, Leon,
Jogus and Co. at the recent meeting of Poor
l.aw «fticials, stink in the nostrils of every
decent Bepublican who knows them and their

precious racord ?

The Murphy Press.

Posinz as Labour men (bless the mark !}
these gentlemen find a very worthy organ to carry
on their game of sherr bluff and hypocnisy.
Tie [udrpendent—beloved b{ all Laboor men
—gives them full scope to play its game, just
as 4 few months ego it gave them (the Poor
Law (ifficials’ Aaseciation) eanal facilities to
publish their resolutiona thanking Mr. Jobhn
Dillon, ex-3LP.. und his oolleagues fon the
great work done by them for the Poor Taw
bfficers. Now, of course, these buys change
thei- conate to suit their needs, and undg_;r
peeudo-labour camonflaze hope to save their
bacon. bat they will find their tricks 1o be like
those of the wily fox who was caught at last.

The Bluffers' Brigads.

The editor of the Independent knows only
ton well that thero is no such a thing as an
Irish Clerical Workers' Union at 47, Parmell
Squars, and that it is helping the greatest
bluffers in Dublin in a lost cavse, viz (—to re-
habilitate D. Logue and Co., and thus keep
genuine Labour fooled as lonig as possible.
Irish TLabour, however, is not likely to forget
the arean that called for the blood of James
Connolly, Sean McDermott and their com-
rades.  Tta day of reckoning is also approach-
g,

The preseant stunt is on a par with the march
of the rump of the Dublin Tradea Council to
the graves of the men who fell in Easter week

Amsnzst the Pwor law wificisls thers are
some very cecent men and women, but they
are not, to ba found amongst the above-men-
tioned play-wctors, whose greatest feats oun-
atsl of wire-pulling in its most subtle ramihca-
tions, With T, lg.-ugue they are worthy dis-
cipies (I the arch-apostle of the dirty game.

Oancers?

Tha super-patriotism of these gentleme
(when there is no danger to themselves exvepl
the fear of their joba) is verily a study in
psychology, and the cheap declaration of Mr,
Judd, thut the Poor l.aw svelem wus a cancer
eating into the life of the country, leaves him
open t= the retort that a cancer is a dirty
thing, but what lives by and on a cancer
must necessarily be even a still more filthy
thing. Why not resign vour jub, Judd, as an
example and a protest 7 That would be a
little more to the point than a maere repetition
of words used by John Mitchel over half a
cenlury ago. A cancer 18 indeed a parasite
naked amnd unashamed. but--

We want ne more resolutiona or wvoles of
sympatly, and neither <o the men and women
whe: are rigsking their all that not only Ireland
but hoveety and truth should live.

No Compromise and No Quarter.

- Trelned dpes not want the Redmond Howard
type- of :lbpml t+ Ring George or” Lloyd
ienrge, nor does it want useless resolutions.
“*We will have no tompromize and ask for no
mercy.”” The men whe would serve Lthe cause
for whizh Terence MacSwiney offers his young
life must be prapared to take the consequences,
and, after all, such men never die but only
find 4 new life which can never again be taken
AWRY. :

Before the buattle is much older Tabour will
oertainly be called upon to pay its share of
freedom’s price, and let there be no mistake
about it Labour will pgladly provide the hole-
caust, and no doubt there wdll still be pentle-
men ready to admire and applaud—at a respect-
able distance from the danger Zone,

A Testing Time.

. This is a time fur men williug and ready
to step into the trenches. And from oxperi-
eca we know that the pgentlemen now Lrying
tp  fool labdur, and the public generally, are
fot made of the stern stuff necessary for such
vrilrals, :

T™e report on the administration of the
Iuldin Union  whieh da published herewith
makes curious: reading  when comtrasted with,
the lofty tone of Messrs. Judd, Blackburn, and
Co., who must have known of the glaring in-
competency  and  downright trickery which
went on for years. ;

Decent men ~woulidd have resigned their jobs
¥» draw attention te the bungling, but no !
It is much easier to give off harmless gas."
Uur correspondent. enclosea a cutting from
the /Tndependent. Thia cutting refers, of
course to the acdministration eof the Dublin
Union before the June Poor Law elections.
Bofore June the Dublin Union was controlled
by the Old Gang of Imnperinlists. Sinco June’
it t3 controlled by the Republican and Labour
groups, against which there is no reflection
whatever in the Eunglish Local Government

Eye-Wash.

Board auditor's report. The [Independent’s
report rvads (—
‘* ADMIRISTRATION OF THE DUBLIN
UNION. -

Grave Allegations.
AUDITOR'S BTRICTURES.,

Mr. C. E. Browne, L.G. Board Auditor, in a
report submitted to the Dublin Guardians yes-
terday for the half-years ending March and .
tember, 1919, stated that thesgzeneral expentﬂ-
ture £311,783, marked an increase of £63,382
over the combined expenditure of the old North
and South Unions in the previous year.

He alleged falsification of the inventory
account, and passed severe atrictures on the con-
trol of finance generally.

While there were, said Mr. Browne, excep-
tional liabilities involved by amalgamation, as
well as high prices and constantly increasing
rates of wages and salaries, an examination of
the accounts failed to furnish evidence of any
serious attempt to minimise the burden by any
aystematic control over expenditure.

Under the head of ** establishment and other
expenses,”” which included all miscellaneous work-
house expenses, pavments amounted to £23 373
on Lhe requisition bouok, and requisitions were
apparently passed perfunctorily. Salaries, fees,
and emoluments paid to permanent or temporary
officials a.mnuutec?atn upwards of £70.000. There
were, at the date of audit, 225 permanent and
121 temporary officers on the pay roll, including
19 permanent and 32 .temporary tradesmen.
There was no scale for the supply of fuel to the
soveral dispensaries.

The Inventory Book.

I_-T'urf:her, Mr. Browne said he had received an
objection to the effect that luncheons provided

for guardians and officials were supplied at a
loas, and funnd that the account was duly debited
with the actual cost of provisions consumed, but
not with the cost of fue!I: utensils, ur akiendanoe.

Dealing with the inventary book, he stated
that, although all bLroken or worn-out stock
ehould be written off hali-yearly, no cancellation
had been authorised since Scptember, 1915, and
in the peried now under review an accumulation
of three years' entiries of condemned articles was
written - off. The results evidently disclosed
serious discrepancies, and in order to hide this
fact a systematic falsification of the account was
“eliherately underiaken, with the object of Lring-
12 the final stock iuto approximate agreement
vith the stocktakers' peturns,

In at lenst 150 instances (the report proceeds)
wrony totals were carried forward from page to
pago or to the summary in the “ cancels Lodk."
‘Ho mentioned :—198 plates carried forward as
498, B8 mugs as B88, 192 cups and saocers as
492, 700 knives and forks as 9U0. :

Then there were innumerable entries of articles
az cancelled, which, on examination of the store-
keeper's books, proved not to have been can-
celled in fact. For example, by means of 17 dis-

N@inci false entries, B52 knives and forks were

written off, when in fact 20 only had been can-
celled; by 16 false entries 1,784 spoons were
written off, aprainst 86 actually cancelled, and so
on. A further serious feature was the deliberate
- omission of a quantity of new articles purchased.
It was difficult to decide definitely whether there
had been positive fraud ar a mere desire to cloak
irre;rularity, carelessness, and extravapance, but
Mr. Browne inclined to the latter explanation of
a most discreditable episode.  Although the
acconnt was kept by one of his subierdinates, the

Browne recommended a return to the contract
svstem of purchase of supplies, and as to the
alarming increase in cost of outdoor relief—

doubt it could not be justified.

Ohsirman's Admission.

Mr. Scully (chairman) admitted the relief was
not properly looked after, and said thirteen
R.0.'s were piving out a fixed sum, and the
consideration in committee was simply a farce.
The report did not alarm him, Lecause he had
been warning them all alomg with repard to
what would happen. '
it would be considered by the new bourd. ** Evi-
dently the new board will have something
do,”" said Mr. Goole. It was decided to
and circulate the report.

It was remarked Lhat there were only about
a dozen present at the Guardians’ meeting s

print

orders amounting to £3,000 awaiting payvment,
but he mentioned plso that £6,000 had been
lodged by the County Council, and that there
was a balance of £927 odd to credit. .

Mr. Seully resented criticism by Mrs. Evans
which soggested ‘' scandals.'” “ You are afraid
to go up at the pending clections,” said Mrs,
Evans, who had alluded to a £1,000 arder for
sheeting. ‘1 was mever afraid of anything—
man, woman, or beast,” retorted Mr. Scully.
' You are afraid this time,"”” retorted Mrs.
Evans, who advised that the chairman should
‘* have a sporting try anyhow.”” Mr. Richard.
son said he anticipated difficulty in getting con-
tractors in future in view of the difficulty of
Pnying them. That was what waa being done
wy the economiste. ‘It will be all right even
if they vote in Irish," chbserved the Clerk, amid
laughter.”’

As is common knowledge now, the small group
connected with Mr. D. Lovue at 47, Parnell
Square is not lhe Irish Clerieal and Allied
Workers’ Union, and is nui recognised in the
Trade Union movement by the Irish Trade Union
Congrees and its National Fxecutive. It is thuos
in the position of a smaull secedin oup from
the recognised Union, the 1.C, :nﬁ E‘WU at

1, College Street, and was refused representation

by Congress ut Cork last month.—Ed., W. of L. |

master was, he held, morally, as well us
technically,  respousible, and must share
responsibility: with the guardians.

On cost of maintenance, £113,347. Mr.

£41.943, or nearly 122 per cent.—he had little |

When the matter came on

‘branch,
t__D .

against 101 last week, and the Clerk said he had.
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exercises, and the personal advice and guidance of your tutors,

THE *“WATCHWORD Cnrrespnndence Courses of postal tuitiop

are planned jointly by the Labour College and the Editor of the *Watchword,” :

to bring the power of knowledge within the reach of every Irish Worker,
There are three courses offered for your choice :—
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Begin with Course ' C."

[F you °have forgotten all you ever learned™ —
[F you are diffident about hcginning study again—

[F you are doubtful about turning our lessons to
sccount—

-

IF you lack the power to assert ‘yourself and win
recognition—

our crurse on the Art of Public Speakirg teaches more than

talking, It trains you to rely upon yourself: to draw i to vee

the knowledge you already have: to use all your facullies

to the full: to obsurve: to refl. ¢t to remember: 1o snalyse:

mn! to “'give to cach flying moment scemething to k ep
in store.’”
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I enclose P.O.0. for £ ! : , being payment for
[ course in full | first lesson of course. - I
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WINGED OPPORTUNITY

is pil'ming you every momeant. T'hl: l:'tar-htldl:li
man recognises it, The smart man seizes it.

The strong mao holds it. Don't let this
- opportunity pass.
MAKE IT YOURS NOW!
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- THE COST IS LOW 2S Gd

at present. Begin your
s'udy now by filling in
~ the coupon below.
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per leston: or Ooa
Guainea for full coorss
of 12 less mn in amy
of t. ¢ three subjects
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The Registrar, *' Watchword" Corresgcndence Courses, ‘

JAMES CONNOLLY LABOUR COLLEGE, 42, N. Gt. George's St., DUBLIN. |

Please envol me as a Home Student and send the first lesson in
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JAMES CON

NOLLY
LABOUR COLLEGE

42. NORTH GREAT
GEORGE’S STREET,
DUBLTIN.

WINTER SESSION, 1920.

Dublin Sunday Classes

at 42, North Great George's Street, Dublin, every Sunday at 4 p m.

SUNDAY, 10th. OCTOBER.

beginning on ':I
: |

Five Lectures on " TOOLS AND THE MAN." i

Eight Lectures on ‘* THE WORLD AND ITS WEALTH.”
by M. M. MacDINNELL and R. J] P MORTCIBHED,
FEE for SESSION, October to December, 2s.

DUBLIN.

Friday Evening Clans,

Trade Unionism & Public Speaking
at 7, College St , B p m. prompt,
beginning 1aL Octubar.

Vee for Seasion, 2s. 6d.

BRAY.

Monday Evening Class,
Irish Labour Mouvement &
Public Speaking at Trades Hali,
Main 51., Bray. beginning 4th Uet,
Fee for Seision, 1s.

DUN LAOGHAIRE.

Thu sday Evening Class.
Irish Indastrial History & Publio
rpaking 3t Trades Hall, Lower

George’s 5t.. Dun Laoghaire.
beginaug U'bursday, 7th October.
Fee for Seasion, ls.

'"TWIXT CAPITALISM AND COMMUNISM,
(Continued from Page 5.)

They partially retain some of the
means of production, they still have monsy, they
still have considerable social influence. The
energy of their resistance has increased, just
hwecause of their defeat, s hundred and a
thousandfold. ..

The Strength ‘of the Exploiters.

Their ** experience’ in the spheres of state
administration, of the army, of political
economy, gives them a very considerable advan-
tugze, with the result thai their importance is
incomparably -greater than the numerical pro-
portion they bear to the rest of the population.
The class struggle carvied on by the defeated
exploiters against the victorious advance guard
of the exploited—in other words, against the
proletariat—has become infinitely more . violent.
And it cannot be otherwise, if one is vealiy con-
sidering a revolution, and if one does not
comprehend under that tern (as do all the heroces
nf the Second Internationale) mere reformist
illustions.

The Peasants in Qentre Position.

Finally, Lhe peasant class, like all the petite
hourgenis generaliy, alsd oceupies under the
d:ctatorship of the proletarial, a middle, inter-
mediate position.  On the ona hand, it repre-
sents a very corneiderable (and, in backward
Russia, an enormous) mass of the workera united
by the interesta, common to sl workers, of
emancipating themselves from the great landed
proprietor and the capitulist ; en the other hand,
it comprigea small farmers, jreasant-proprietors

aud traders. Such an economic situation inevit- J

ably provokes a tendency to oscillate hetween
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. And in the
intensified atruggle between the latter classes,
in the extraordinarily violent subversion of all
snciai relations, when we take into consideration

the sirength of the habits acquired during the

previous epoch of class socicty—a routine which
is particularly noticeable precisely amongst the
peasants and the lower mddle-class genernlly—
it is quite natural that we should wilnes
amongst the latter desertions from one camp to
t]:a other; hesitations, waverings, incertitude,
etc.

As far os this class, as far as thess socisl .

AS A HOME STUDENT?|

IT TO-DAY. Wherever the post goes the James Connolly Laboyr

College can follow, with its clearly written lessons, its analysis of yaur

olements are concerned, the task of the prole;
tariat consists it guiding them, and in stroggling-

for a position of leadership over them. To

rally beiind it the hesitating and the nnmrt.ain_i :

such has had to be the rile of the prnlatariut,—-
VFrom Soviet INussia,

il

THE EFFIOIENOY OF THE _REPHHI-IH!I
POLIOCE.

The special correspondent. in Ireland of the
Ieudon Daily Mail states the fnﬂnwinq. with
rogard to the work of the Republican police ™
one of the twenty-seven Irish counties in WRiC
these police are now operating: **I have jush
raturned from a tour in Wicklow and can apesk
with knowledge of the admirable work of tha
Irish Volunteers in keeping law and order ih
scores of miles I never saw a policemian, 8 107,
or a ¢granken man, At Bray, th
be the scene of disorderly revels causad by t-h:
Sunday traveller in search of drink,
Volunteets control the licenaed houses, N‘lﬁ
yesterday Bray was s study ol

which used @

Sabbath peadt.”




